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More than years have passed since the Japanese, vlth unparalleled 
good luck, good luck that nov seems asto\mdlng, and with a degree of 
skill unanticipated by the United States, executed their surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor during the morning hours of 7 Uecesmber 19^1* It vas an 
attack that constituted a mixnentous disaster for the United States; It 
made our Navy's Pacific Fleet, for all practical purposes, hors de cca^at 
for many months. In the vlev of Mark S. Watson, In a volisne written for 
the Army series on the history of the U. S. Army in World War H, Chief 
of Staff: Prewar Flans and Preparations (1995)# the disaster was the 

result of a "fateful sezdes of mischances" among vhich he listed those 
which he considered the most lnportant. He did not list them all; to 
do so would make the disaster partake of the character of an enormous, 
and alimjst Incredible Qreek tragedy ->^o many big and little things went 
wrong to make the disaster possible and to prevent its being averted with 
little or no damage. 

The Battle of Pearl Harbor is still being fought b\it the adveirsaries 
this time are all Americans; and thou^ the battle Is bloodless, because 
the weapons are nov words, not bullets or bombs, it is quite acrimonious 
and intense, eis internal or civil wars generally are. This time the 
battle is intended to capture, by a sort of literary "brainwashing," the 
minds of a large segment of the American people who more or less dimly 
feel that the truth, the whole truth, has not yet been told. Many 
Americans, I am sure, are still undecided in regard to >dio or what was 
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responsible for this sost loca&entous eM most hual Hating naval disaster 
in our history. 

Fifteen words, more or less, have been written eonceming, 

explaining, or attes^rting to assess and fix responsibilities for the 
Pearl Hai^r disaster, and to show why the U. S, forces at Honolulu were 
caught napping in the early hc^csrs of what President Roosevelt referred 
to as that ”day of infai^" when he appeared before Congress on 8 Decessiber 
19^1 to declare war on Japan. The Report and Hearings Before the Joint 
Cfwwiittee on the Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack (79th Congress, 
2d Session, Government Printing Office, Washington, 19^)# hereinafter 
iref erred to as PHR, alone contain 15^000 transcript pages; the over-all 
final report of the Coaanlttee ccaig)rises soaae ten million words and fills 
ItO ypluaes of closely printed text . Thus far, in addition to this vast 
amount of material there most be at least five mill ion words in the 
writings of private indivldtxals . Seme of them defend the Findings, 
Conclusions, and Recotamoidations of -Uie Majority in the PHR; others 
defend the Findings and Conclusions of the Minority in the PHR; still 
others disagree and violently attack both ^riiat the Majority and the 
Minority said. Even r^resentative Keefe, a Republican who signed the 
Majority Report found it necessary to add to that report some additional 
views of bis own where he coiild not agree with those of the J^ority. 

It is obvioiis that in this brochure it will be is^ssible to deal with 
all that has been written on the subject. Even to list by title the 
b(X3k8, brochures, artides (not to mention the -tiiousands of newspaper 
accounts, letters to editors, etc.) which have something to add to the 
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ii , g: 

Btory would be a fairly large task, A bibllognq>by ccjveriag the items 
on Pearl Harbor In aqr private collectioa vlll be found in the "Subject 
file" now in the H3A Library. But it is a strange, indeed^ it is a 
remarkable fact that not a single new Itea of information having a direct 
bear^T^g tg>on atteagrta to explain why the Pearl Harbor attack could have 
eone or did come aa a eoBg>lete surprise to the U« S. has been turned up 
since 19 ^ » the Joint Congressional Comaittee eoggpleted Ita task. 

One say veil assme, thez^ore, that since no nev facts have come to li^t 
it must be soaethlng else that is keeping the Battle of Pearl Harbor 
going. The aaaun^lon is tmje: the facts developed in the various 

.Investigations of 19^# 19^5# and 19^ are being scrutinized now throu^ 
different sorts of spectacles and by different observers; this results 
in new "interpretations" of the old, well-known facts. 

It is the p\trpo*e of this brochure to make a few observations and 
c o BHB en ts on the current Battle of Pearl Harbor. They are directed at the 
writings of certain historians who call themselves or are known as 
"revisionists," and who find much support In two recently published books, 
both by hi^ -ranking officers of the U. S, Navy. These charges are very 
serious —indeed they are tantamount to imputing at least very question- 
able behavior by persons of such stature as the late President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, the Army's Chief of Staff, General George C. Marshall, and 
the Havy's Chief of Kaval Operations, Admiral Harold E. Stark. The 
charges are really not nev; their antecedents, or nuclei of them or 
carefully veiled hints at them, can be found in soo» of the early writ- 
ings of the more rabid Roosevelt -haters, and even in some parts of the 
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reports made bj various official U. S. InvestlgatlBg bodies appointed to 
look Into the matter daring the last phases of World War II or soon after 
that TOT had been von* 

In smother section of this report vill be Tound an attezz^rt to explain 
the gaieBie of the stispicions \dilch aroused tl^ Boosevelt haters and 
vhich kept them "needling" the President and his Axhalnlstratlon for an 
eaqplanstlon of hov It vas possible that the U. 6 . was taken so cos^&leteljr 
by surprise idien the Jt^panese attacked Pearl Eaibori to introduce the 
eaqplanatlon at this point I think vould be confusing. All that can 
logically be said rl^t here is that the President, his Adzalnistratlon, 
and the Chiefs of the two adlltary services sliaply could not afford to 
pexislt the true explanation to be broadcast vhlle the war was still in 
progress . 

A very i£^>artlal bibliogrephical survey of the principal items in the 
literature of the subject has been prepared by a historian of recognised 
standing. Dr. Loris Morton, Chief of the Pacific Section of the U, 8. 

Anay's Office of Military History. His siirvey, entitled "Peaxl Haibor 
in Perspective," was published in the April 1955 issue of the Ifalted 
States Hsval Institute Proceedings (Vol. 8 l, Ho. 4, Whole Ho. 626 , pp. 46l- 
468). A copy of Dr. Morton's survey forms Appendix 1 to this brochvtzre. 

A second recapitulation of the Pearl Esabor story and also a source 
of material which may interest the reader in what the present birochure 
aims to do is found in an article by Bobert H« Ferrell, Assistant Pro* 
fessor of History at Indiana I&dversity, published also In 1955, in 
The Historian, under the title "Pearl Harbor and the Revisionists" 
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(Vol. xm, Ho. 2, SprlDS 1955t PP* 215-233). Prof. Ferrell's article 
(giTcn completely in Ajrpendix 2 to this 'broclnire) "begins as follows; 

It was perhi^s inevitable that after the second World War, 
as after the var of 191^-18, there should appear In the United 
States a school of historians questioning the purposes of the 
var and the attotives of the wartiae stateaen. The cost of both 
world wars, in hxacan lives and in physical reso^Ircea, was very 
hi^; and it was only natural that acaae ladi\i.duals should ques- 
tion such expenditure. Yet the new school of "revislonlam" 
appeaortng after the second World War baa xmdertaken a line of 
Investigation which, if etkccessful, will force the rewriting of 
an entire era in Ainsiicsn history. The revisionists hope to 
prove that in 19^1 President Franklin D. Roosevelt purposely 
exposed the Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, and goaded the 
Japanese into attacking it, thus bringing the United States 
into the war on the side of the Allies, As Professor Harry 
Elmer Barnes has pxrt the case, in rather plain English, "The 
net result of revisionist scholarship applied to Pearl Haibor 
bolls down essentially to this: In order to promote Roosevelt's 

political efflbltloas and his mendacious foreign policy some 
three thousand American boys were quite needlessly butchered. 

• • • 



Professor Ferrell follows this extract from Professor Barnes with 

the following words (in a footnote): 

"Of ccrorse, they were only a drop in the bucket coapared to 
those who were ultimately slain in the war that resulted, ^diidh 
was as needless, in terns of vital American interests, as the 
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor." H. E. Bames, ed,, PerpetuaA 
War for Perpetual Peace (Caldwell, Idaho, 1953), Ch. 10, "''StmSSry 
and Conclusions," p, &51* 

Strong language, isn't it? Very strocag, I think, coming from e well- 
known historian such as Bames. What substence is there to the strident 
claims of those professional historians, scene of them very well-known and 
able men, who are the spokesmen for the revisionists? What is it that 
they wish to prove from their study of the facts concerning the Pearl 
Harbor dlsaater? First, they wish to prove that there was no need at all, 

' pf . 

terms of vital American interests," for the U. S. to enter into World 
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War II as one of beUlgerextts. Sose of tham no doi;d>t believe that 
ve fou^it on the vraag eide, vlth the wrong alllesl With this phase of 
the subject I shall not concern myself in this brochure, since I make no 
pretence whatsoever of being a historian coa 5 >eteat to deal with such an 
iB^Ksrtant stfl)jeet* Best, sosss of the revisionists claim or believe that 
they have proof that the disaster at Pearl Harbor was no "accident, ” that 

it was bron^it shoot delai^raSE^by President Eoosevelt. They believe 

■ * 

that what they call our ^*bach-door" entry into the conflict was based 
Opon an erroneous view, held by Mm ami his Administration, as to what 
the U* 3. role ahoold be in >rorld affairs; also, they want us to believe 
'Utat our entry into World War H was for the personal political advantage 
of President Roosevelt and his followers In the Administration. They 
contend, in fact, that be goad^ the Japanese into making tiie attack, 
that he enticed them into doing so by using the U. S. Pacific Fleet as a 
"lure;" that he knew from the so-called "M4GIC", the Japanese secret 
c onmwil cations which Army and Ha-vy cryptanalysts had solved, the exact 
time the attack would be made sM the exact place where they were goix^ 
to xsake it; that the President sensed that such an attack was the only 
thing which would unify American opinion and bring the people of the 
United States to a pitch of excitement and resentment sufficiently hi^ 
to lead them to accept with equanimity’ U. S. entry into World War II on 
the side of the British and the French, thereby, as Roosevelt felt and 
as turned out to be the ease, assuring the con^lete defeat of the Axis 
powers; that President Roosevelt should and could have avoided the 
disaster at Pearl Harbor but deliberately chose not to do so, for the 
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reMona dted above ^ and that he purposely withheld MWrIC intelllgenee 
froa A dmir al KlBsael> Coanasder -In -Chief of the U« S. Pacific ?leet| and 
General Short, Coimaandlng General of the Hawaiian Department, the two 
hi^iest-irasklng eomnwiers in Hawaii who should have been but were not 
given this infomation and who, therefore, were permitted by him to be 
deliberately aisled as to the real situation, misled to the point. In 
fact, that when the attadi came they were entirely unprepared even to 
meet It, let alone repulse it. In withholding this information, one of 
the propcments of this theory, a retired admiral of the regular U. S. 

Bavy, Rear Admiral Robert A, Theobald, 1 spiles in his book, The Final 
Secret of Pearl Harbor (Hew York; The Devln-iAdalr Co., 195^), that to 
make it quite certain that tdie Japanese attack would be a complete sur- 
priae, so far as General Short and Admiral Kinmel were concerned, the 
President bad to have and did have as reluctant partners in hi a conspiracy, 
or what was tantararmnt thereto, General Marshall, the Chief of Staff of 
the Army, and Admiral Stark, the Chief of Haval OperaEtions, bot^ regular 
officers of highest integrity and repute. And althou^ Admiral Kimmel 
in his own book Admiral Kinmel 's Story (Chicago; Henry Regnery Co., 1955) 
does not go quite so far as does Admiral Theobald as to make charges 
tantamount to conspiracy, he does go quite a long distance along the same 
rx3iute. There is a degree of confusion in regard to this point, however. 
The following, for exanple, eppears on tte inside fl^ of the dust cover: 

Admiral Kinmel sticks to his own end of the story. He tells 
us about the material he was denied, the warning messages he didn't 
get. He iapums no motives, he makes no deductianB from u np ro ve d 
hypotheses. /^Is this a slap at Theobald?^ But the book is 
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sum dent to nail dcnm inescapable point: the blaae for the 

loss of the Pacific Fleet battleships rests squarely on Washington 
not aa the xaen at Pearl* 

But on the back of the dust Jacket, repeated from the lost cheater of his 
book (p. 186), Admiral Kiceael says: 

kga■^rl and agair in xay mind I have reviewed the events that pre- 
ceded the Japanese attack, seeking to determine If I vas unjustified 
in drssriiig from the orders, directives and inforraatlon that were 
f o r wa rded to me the conclusions that I did. The fact that I then 
thou^xt and now think my cxmcluslons were sound when based i^Kxn 
InfonBatlan I received, has sustained me during the years that have 
passed since the first Japanese boeab fell on Pearl Harbor* 

When the information available in Washington prior to the attack 
vas finally disclosed to me long after, I was eppalled. nothing in 
my experience of nearly forty -two years service in the Bavy had pre- 
pared me for the actlcms of the h iciest officials in our government 
^rtilch denied this vital information to the Pearl Harbor conssaaders. 

If those in authority wished to engage in power policies, the 
least that they should have done was to advise their naval and mili- 
tary ccanaanders what they were endeavoring to acccsapLlsh. To 
utilize the Pacific Fleet emd tbs Army foi^s at Pearl Harbor as a 
lure for a Japanese attack without advising the comnander -in -chief 
of the fleet and the cotumander of the Army base at Hawaii is ecaae- 
thlng I am yholTy unable to ecogirehend. 

While I em still able to do so, I feel that I must tell the 
story so that those who follow may fully realize the imperative 
necessity of fumiehing the naval and military ccpaainders at the 
front with full end clear inf ormaticn . Only in this way can the 
future seccarlty of our countiy be preserved. 

Dr.- Morton in commenting x^Kjn Admiral Klmmel's Stcry says (p. 46 l): 

Admiral Kinmel’s case rests iroon the allegation -teist he was 
' deliberately denied infomation available in WasMjxgton. Had he 
had this infOTBttition, he says, he would have known the Japanese 
Intended to strike Pearl Haarbor and could have adopted measures 
to meet the attack and minimize the losses. These measTxres, which 
he outlines, are of considerable interest, toough one wonders to 
vbat extent they are guided by hindsi^rt. 

Dr» Morton continues as follows: (p. k62) 
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To svroiport « case. Admiral Klnanel drswa on. the evidence 
presented during the investigations of the Pearl Haihor attach* 
This evidence, he clAtmB vas not only ohaeured at the time but 
vas evaluated to produce a desired result* Inconsistencies In 
the testimony were Ignored, and Important questions raised dur* 
Ing the hearings left unansvered. He charges bias on the part 
of investigating officers end a deliberate effort to idilte-«ash 
the administration and block an liqpartial sesrch for the truth. 
"The Congressional investlgaticm, " Klmniftl declares, "vas governed 
by toe majority party, toe Democrats. The huge volumes of 
testimony in that inquiry served to confuse the public mind as 
to toe significance of the facts and to smother testimony damag- 
ing to the administration. " 

Responsibility for Pearl Harbor, KiTTrael charges, rests 
squarely i;g;>on toe shoxCLders of his stq>erlorB in Washington and 
ultimately on the Cnreaftnd er-in -Chief , President Roosevelt. 

"Until this day," be vrites, "I have kept silence on toe subject 
of Pearl Harbor « « » How, however, I deem it my duty to speak 
out* What took place in Washington xsust be so clearly placed 
on toe public record that no grot^ of persons in administrative 
power will ever dare again to invite another Pearl Harbor and 
place the blame cm the officxers in the fleet and in toe fleld*^ 

The charges that Admiral Kimmel makes are not new end were 
being circulated even before toe end cjf toe war. The Japanese 
attack cm December 7 had unified toe cou nt r y and ended taapor- 
arlly the debate between toe "Isolationists " and toe "inter- 
ventionists" which had marked the prewar years. All classes and 
parties closed ranks for the duratiem of the struggle. But even 
during toe war, there had been a recognition of the political 
liigjll cations involved In the questiem of responsibility for 
Pearl Harbor, and toe administration had taken steps to preserve 
toe reccjrd. Six investigatiems had beai conducted even while 
the conflict raged, ell bcit one of them by the Army and Havy. 

As a result, a large voliaac of testimony and documents that 
mi^t otherwise have been lost vas assembled. But the require- 
ments exf wartime security and a unified national effort made 
public debate luposBlble, 

The war over, partisan differem^es reappeared, and critics 
of President Roosevelt began to challenge openly toe views so 
widely held during toe war years. The cooling of passions and 
dlslUusicm with toe postwar world raised further qxtBBtlons 
ahoxit American participation in toe war. Historians and 
publicists, as they have done after every war, sought to 
reassess the causes of toe war and to place Roosevelt's policy 
in the larger perspective of Aaerican history. Thus, in the 
years following toe end of the confllcrt, a new Interpretation of 
toe events that had preceded toe war and of the conduct of toe 
war Itself emerged. 
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The fosregolag flnol paragraj^ of the extract from Dr* Mortan*s 
article brings its directly to the principal revisionist eoaxtention ufaich 
vUl be examined in Has presesxt brochure* The caatention^ as noted ahovei 
vas first stated in 19^5 ty John T • Flynn, one of the early aaivi most 
vitriolic revilers of President Roosevelt, in a psn^hlet entitled The 
Final Secret of P^rl Haibor, in ^ihich he revealed the fact that U* S» 
cryptanalysts solved the Japanese diplomatic codes and ciphers before 
the Pearl Harbor attack. Els eontention vas that the Intellisance 
derived or derivable from the solved and translated messages, the so* 
called MliGlCf told exactly vfaere and idien the Japanese were going to 
strike; tdMct this priceless inforaatioc Roosevelt deliberately kept from 
Admiral Kj-aroel and General Short, vlth the result that the Japanese vere 
able to asks their attack vlth co^lete surprise; and that the loss of 
men and ships that resulted therefrtxs, however unfortunate it vas for 
the U. S* and a few American families, unified the country* That, 

Flynn, was Roosevelt's ala. At any rate, as Dr. Morton indicates, the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor ended the debate between the "isolation- 
ists" and ti« "interventionists." 
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2. TEE REAL !^KEC£ (F TEE FBOBI£K 

Distilled down to its essence, therefore, the first questioa is: Did 

MAGIC really eontain clear and inequivocal indications as to exactly vhere 
aM vhen ve vonld be Mt by the Japanese in the var lAilch Roosevelt hnev, 
or vas e^qpectlng, or at least felt vas in the offing? 

Much has been written on this basic qt^sticn; hxmdreds of thousands— 
indeed, w^nifma of words, in fact— have been published on the question in 
an attec^t to answer it either affirmatively or negatively. If seme 
Americans now scoff at the whole bi:slness and say that all that could be 
said on the point was said years ago— why not stop flogging a d^d horse?- 
let them note that in u staid and ttnsensetionel a newspaper as The Wall 
Street Journal there appeared a long review of Admiral Kinagel*s Story in 
the issite for 14 January 1955 f accompanied by a lengthy editorial entitled 
'^earl Harbor” in the same issue; let thsm note, too, another lengthy 
editorial entitled of the bre^n code” in the issue of the same 

x^wspaper for 21 January 1955; let them read also the baker's dozen 
"Letters to the Editor" in the issues for 21 January, 31 January, 4 Feb- 
ruary, and 6 February 1955# all coesBenting upon the two editorials and 
the book reviev mentioned above. !Q:e questirai therefore can by no means 
be said to be "dead and buried;" in fact, even to this day references to 
the "MAGIC" that vas available and was z»t used at the time of Pearl Harbor 
keep popping in the doily newspapers, in periodicals, and in books. 

For instance, tiicre are two "Letters to the Editor" in the Washingt<aa Post 
on Pearl Harbor as recently as 31 Deceoher 195^ and 4 January 1957* And 
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as I vrite ■tid.B brochirre word hEie just coaae that the Chicago Tribune Is 
about to publish eoother (rcrUlcmist, no dotbt) article cm the subject. 

Let me therefore repeat the ffiiestlon; Did MOIC really contain clear 
and unequlYocml Indieations as to exactly where end when ve vould be hit 
by the Japanese in the vsr vfaich Washington knew, or was eiaoectiris^ or at 
least felt gas prohehly soon to coaeT 

In this brochure I shall atteB5>t to dispose of this basic qxiestioa 
in B rather sli^le and, in cy oplnicm, a definitive laaaner by attaeddjog 
It In what may seen to be a rcraad-ahout way. But just before getting 
ri^rt down to It I will place before the reader a short extract f rom a 
book piiblished late in 1956 by a recently -deceased and a hi^ily-respected 
(by certain Americans who knew him) J^janese \rti06e words were s\ich-~ he 
died in prison— as to indicate that he had no particular reason for 
the truth. I refer here to llie book written by Shigenori Togo, the men 
who was Japanese Minister of Forei^ Affairs at the tiHe of the attack on 
Pearl Harbcjr and across •»diose desk there certainly must have passed the 
most ingsortant of the msssages to and from the Foreign Office and Japanese 
amhassadors , ministers, and consuls abroad.^ 

It Is to be noted, and Indeed eazphasised, before going into this 
phase of the subject, that at the time of the attack the only cryptogr^hic 
sjBt&OB which the U. S, cr y p t ana lytic agencies had solved were ehle to 
read were not the Je^ranese military or naval systansj they were csly tha 
eystems used by the Foreign Office. Whatever Intelligence the U, S. 
authorities were able to obtain from MAGIC therefore must have been and 

1 

The Cause of Japan . Hew Yox^: Simon and Schuster, 1956 . 
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vas clearly derived from Japanese dlploEtatio crramml cations « With this 
fact In let os take a look at an Itea of auch isterest in Togo’s book 
(pp. 118-119 and 197)1 

It is not difficult to conceiye the extent of the tyranny of 
the Bllltary power fron the fact that on the eve of the Padfic 
War ruch a fandaBental datua as the total tonnage of Japanese 
naval veaBels->^QO>t to speak of the dlsplftcenent of the glgsntle 
battleships Yanato and Musashl, or the plan to attack Pearl Harbor— 
vas vigilantly vlthbeTd from toe knovledge of the civilian cabinet 
ministers* General Togo even told ae in Sugsao Prison that it vas 
only at the I!GFS that he bad first learned that the Japanese task 
force which carried out the attack on Pearl Harbor had asseohled 
at Hitokiypu Bay on 10 Hovasiber, and veighed anchor for Hawaii on 
the laomi^ of the 26 thi The high ccravwd did not diviilge its 
secrets even to the full general -iAo vas Premier and Minister of 
War; it is easy to conceive how other ministers were treated. 






The war decision vas thtis zaade^ and various probleos which 
would arise with the opening of the war were sixbsdtted to meetings 
of the Liaison Conference, One thing which— needless to say— was 
not discussed in the Liaison Conference vas operational aspects 
of the Ispendliig hostilities. It vas disclosed at the XMTFE that 
the naval task force \mder Admiral Saguao had sailed from Hltokappu 
Bay on 26 Hoveober under orders to strike Pearl Harbor, and in Its 
Jxrdgiaent the tribunal made the absurd finding that the scheduled 
attack vas freely discussed at the meeting of the Liaison Confer- 
ence on 30 November. We had, of course, no knowledge of the plan; 
it was the invariable practice of the hl^ command not to divulge 
to civilian officials, such as us, any scrap of Information bear- 
ing on these highly secret operations, and anyone familiar with 
the systea vUl readily understand our total lack of knowledge of 
then. (This condition is sxifficiently well Illustrated by the 
fact, vMch I have laentioned elsewhere, that Tojo told me that 
it was only at the IMEFE trial itself that he first learned any 
operational details of the Pearl Harbor attack; a mass of addi- 
tional evid en ce was adduced at the trial shoving that the civilian 
BKSi^>er 8 cf the Cabinet had no prior knowledge even of the exist- 
ence of the plan to attack Hawaii.) 

It Is a fair sad logical deductloc to conclude that if Togo vas 
telling the truth, i.e», that the dvillan Baid>er 8 of the Japanese Cabinet, 
including Priiae Minister Tojo and the Foreign Minister hlKflelf, had no 
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prior koovledjpe of plasL, Inclodlng of eoorse the racaet date oa %dileh 
the PecoO. Basfbor attack to take place (aa set hf the Japaaeee hi|^ 
cflogiiand) ^lea the MftfilC aessages thesselvea in tte eoBmunlttctlona froa 
aad to the F<sreign Office could not poaslhly have contained anT- definite 
Isf ozaation^ let alone a clear-cut Bt8teaagnt» on this vexjr i^^rtaot 
point* And if 'Ute DASIC aessagee did not contain this Inf o r a atien or 
atates^nt hov conld President Roosevelt or azgr laaohers of his immediate 
(^ficial or the l^ads of U. S. Arsy and U. S. Havy intelligent 

s-teff s knov frca the I^IC xsessages esaerUy uhere and vhen tl£ attack 
vas ccBBtng? But this question does arise: did tell the truth in 

his book? If he did, hov are ve to explain certain of the MAGIC messages 
the records of PER contain? 

After re«rrading the hundreds of MAGIC messa^^ that vere enehanged 
betveett the Foreign Ministxy and its offices abroad in the year 19^1 it 
seesBs fantastic^ it strains ODcr credulity, to believe that ’Soff) did not 
knov what vas being planned* To mention coaly one set of meBsagea, the 
"dead line" laessa^s —after vhlch "thin^ are eutasastlcally going to 
h^ipsn"— hov could Togo not knov what was being planned? Eov are we to 
explain them, if be didn*t knov that the U. S. vas going to be attacked? 
But let it be ramaabered that we are now re-reading the aaessages from the 
vantage point of hlndsi£^. There is a single 3sessage that can be 
said to contain categorical evidence proving that Minister Togo mast have 
known that Pearl Eaxbor ima to be the target. In 19^, and even nav 

when ve re-read those messages in Part 12 of the PBE, I realize that it 

i 

is fantastic that somebody in tl. S. Intelligence did cot or cotild not 
see that the blow vas being pr^ared against Pearl Hazbor. But if ve 
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■bclie-ve vas aa hcsaxrsdale xseoi aad was telling the tnxth^ then ve mast 
eoBeliaae tint he and Ms el(»eet aseoeistes In the Tcxrelgti Oftlee vere no 
tetter at intelligent than our own intelllgeaat eathoritlesl They hnev 
or cmly goeeeed that aonethlag vaa going to happen niter ^ Borexater 19^* 
hut they dian*t taaou eicactly where or uhen i Or shall we aesusie that eooe- 
bodjr in the Japanese Fooreign Offiee^ sone suhordlzmte <a Togo, the Foreign 
Minister, was ^in on the secret"— end it ms he took care of all the 
nessages that pointed to Pearl Sazt^ Could bel Could easUy Eow^ 
may aessages going out of argr one of our own large e x ec u tive de^kr^Koits 
and signed by the Secretary t here of are actually seen by the Secretary? 

But I do not ifish to belahocr the point* Let t» aerely say that it is 
quite possible tiiat Togo sear none of the eraelal aessages or, ^lat is 
acre probable, that he saw these but, not being "in on the secrets” of the 
Japanese hi^ oosBOBcd, did not drav the eorreot deduetlonso^hat the U* S. 
vas to Iw attacdced, without warning, at Pearl Harbor in the early hourw 
of 7 Beceaber 19 ^ 1 , and that the object of the attack was to destroy the 
U. S* Pacific Fleet If p^hlble. But let us aino reaeaaber that rtoding 
the MiGIC aessages in 19^6 or in 19^6 is analogous to reading the final 
dxspter of a detective tale— before the preceding duspters, wlto their 
tolse sad purposely m1 si trading clues in^cted by tto author to evoke the 
reader’s interest* In reading such s detective story in the nonaa.1. Banner 
toe final ^r^pter often aakes toe reader feel inferior, evai silly, that 
he could not see the truth, toe real eleaents of toe ayatery ri#it frou 
toe beginning* The Japanese were getting intelltgenee reports— >call them 
if you will, "ordinary spy reports" froa sevi»ral U* S* military teses 
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besides Hawaii^ svieh as tbe Pfailljgpines^ Psnazsa Caz^, Seattle^ aztd Saa 
Fraadseo* it is trees tbst JBa^c&ese interest in Pearl ^cebor seeioed to 
be and aetaall;^ vas bo^ greater tbaa at asgr ortber base; bat one eoold 
also say tbat this greater interest stossed from a pez^aaps justifiable 
fear by the Japane^ that the U. S. Pacific Fleet si^rt sortie scooe das& 
sight asd strike the first blov at Japan* They» as ^mll as the U. S*, 
did iiot uant to be taken by snzprlsel Pexhsps as intelligence specialist 
with the proper kind of -Tstegt nation al^xt have hit upon the real reason 
for the grater Jepas^e iisterest in Pearl EarboTi but ^idio can be certain 
of this? All that can safely be said in re^rd to Togo statement is 
this : Both he and Prime Minister Tejo may have been told, or they zsay 
have guessed, that Japan was going to strike— but not exactly where and 
when. These two very iB^>ortaiit elestasts the Japanese high canssand kept to 
itself even after the task force left JGcpaaese waters* And for those 
revlsicinists who think the U« S. note of 27 Soremiber 1^1 was an ultir^ttun 
and that it was that note vhidz triggered off the attack on Pearl, let 
them ruffidnate on the fact that the Japanese ts^k force which attacked 
Pearl left Japanese waters the day before that note was sent off by 
Secretary of State Hvsll. His note assy have constituted an ultimatum— 
but It did not bring on the attack . The attack was planned very carefully, 
raonths before that, and, to repeat^wes alr^idy laimcbed to the point of 
having departed from JepEDosse waters* 

But there is another revisionist prop, and a very Important one, I 
must g ^ a ha size, yhXch I wish to undexaiae, for it should be weak- 

ened when consideration is given to another argia>«it which Is so obvious 
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and simple -that It has been a soxirce of astonishment to me that the revi- 
sionists theBtselves have not though of it* (Parenthetically I want to 
prefab the argmaent by saying that any hesitancy I zd^t have in stating 
it Belts away when I fiM that several very able xzaval historians with 
whom X have discmsed it esqpressed astonishment that it bad not hitherto 
been aentianed* One of them said of It in a rcc^t personal letter: 

”In retrospect I realise that soaae of the ideas you sjentionoi shout the 
events l.eefllng rp to -Uie attach caa Pairl Earbor (like Colmbus ' egg 
'tedehO are startling in their sin^licity scid obviousness— ^which is pro- 
bably vhy no <me has hsi'etofore recognized their ii^ortance." eon- 
tenticn.^ I think, verrants teklT^ a nec look at a certain phase of the 
Ft^rl Harbor systery— If Inde^ there is any mystery about the factors 
gatering into oar being taken by srorprise. 
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3. A HEW LCX2K AT TEE REVTSICMISTS ALISGATICB3S OF COSSPIRACY TO KEEP 
KIMMEL ASD SHORT UJ THE DARK 

The revlaionistfl • argunent, vMch I tealtate to r^>eat (since It has 
already been stated in this brochure; butt its repetition may naite vhst I 
have to say crystal clear) runs as follows: President Roosevelt desper- 

ately needed a good reason for Justifying Aaierlca'8 entry into World War 
II. He itteded it in order to save the British frcta utter defeat by Gemanyj 
France was already dmm and outi Britain was liext on Hitler’s list— and 
then the United States. (The revisionists deny this most vehemently, but 
everything that Hitler had done thus far was strictly in accordance with 
the plans he outlined in Mein Kaiapf . In this cormectian, and as I write 
tMs, there has Just cooie out a book which must be regarded as authorita- 
tive and which is called The German Weapons and Secret Weapons of World 
War U, by Rudolf lAisar. Lusar was head of the Technical Arms Department 
of the Wehrmacht. He discloses that Germany was also building the Heinkel 
343 , a bcsaber enable of reaching the United States and retximing without 
rei^lling. Several of the planes were ready at the end of the war. The 
book also says that it was originally planned to stage the first air raid 
on the United States in May 19^5 • So much for the revisionist contention 
that the benign Herr Hitler had no designs ^dmtsoever on the United States; 
for it is very clear ihaX he planned to boo^t) this country Just as soon as 
he bed finiehed off England.) The President wanted to get the U. S. into 
the conflict luat only to save Britain but, ultimately, also to save the 
U. S. Timely actlan was needed. He had goaded Hitler by several 
tmneutral acts in the Atlantic, as well as in establishing certain U. S. 
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loglstleal relatlosis vlth BrltadLn ("lex^-lease,” the traoafer o£ 30 V, S* 
defltroy e CT» ete.); h\xt Hitler too clever to be pttshsd to tite point 
vbere G^csDaxQr vould have to deolBre var cm Aaericxa prea a t u r e ly or ubere 
tiezBan aetiaa wrald ^^istlfy «a Asterican declaraticm of var ozi Gezaaosr 

-5 

before Geraegqr ready for szedi acticm* Hitler reali^d, as well as 
President Roosevelt^ that what Asssricaa did held the acsver to Gezsany's 
problem. President Boosevelt that the Aaerlcai people were soot at 
all anxious to be draam into ^le Eu rop ea n var; b\it he felt “^iat it iras 
ahsol\ztel 7 x^cessarjr that soeathing be "engineered," so to sp^ik, in ardor 
that the U. S. vonld, villy~pllly, be drawn into the conflict. This, the 
revisitmists cont^id, as I have reiterated, Roosevelt felt vas ne^ssaxy 
to save England j it vas ineidentelly also intended, they contend, to 
divert attoztion from the faUnre of the 5ev Deal to bolster the badly 
wagging econocy as a result of defective matiffitary policies end otl^r 
ifitemal difficulti^. D. S. participation vas also a Democratic ob^ee- 
tive, they say, for Roosevelt's reelectloa; sad, of course, it vas desir- 
able to preserve the Roose\reltian prestige. The long-drsvn out arguments 
vlth the jEQpanese algfxtj in vlev of the Tri-partite pact of the German, 
Italian, end Jeg^ane s e Axis, and despite Hitler's canny strategy of not 
succumbing to American provoecatlon in the Atlantic, serve his purpose. 
Americaas did not like the Japanese acyhou and vere distrustful of ti^se 
Ozdeotals. Japanese aBbltlons la the Far B^t and distrust of the 
J^pazusse kept popping everyvhere in the Aaarlean press az^ public 
opinion. But Rooserelt felt that there vas one sine qua non to getting 
Into a shootizig var vlth the Japanese. In the words of Mr. StLason, his 
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Sderetarjr of Vox, tmfortmste vords aas jsmt layv adsdt^ it vas all a 
aatter of bov tbe Ajpas^se "eould be asoeuvered iato tbe paaltioa of 
firing tbs first a^st ” otherviss Hx Aaericaa people vould be lakewaxs 
aibot^ a trar ultb tlwa. li&SZC^ tbat is, secret ixrtelli£^&ee Thleh tlas 
solatia^ of td» ^aj^axss diploraatlc <»xaaaBicsctl«as mds avaHeble to tbe 
Boc»evelt AdmiEistratloii In great sHavEC^sztce, p ro v ided a golden op pt a r tu n* 
tbs revlslottlstsy Inelnding Admiral ^Eb>»;bald, fervently beUeve. 

I bave already and more them once stated In this brochure that the revl> 
oiOBists are ccagYinced that M&GIC told the President ^actly when and 
vhere their attach vas going to be laamdiedi in tbe early hours of the 
aomlng of 7 December 19^ at Pearl Haibor> By uithholdixjg from the 
S. cctmaadeans at Pearl Soxbor this private fawwledge ■which President 
Roosevelt gained from horse's aouthi so to spc^»- en&hled the 

President to aceoqpUsh Ms heart's desire^ this hi^ily secret infor« 

matio& he could ttsaeuver the Jep&osse so that they vould fire the first 
shot; he realized, they concede, that there wmld be some losses of nen 
E^sd ships, of course, as so callously stated in the extract frcaa Professor 
Barnes iddjch vas quo'feed above, but these losses, they contend, he "yould 
regard as ^tified in Has Icasg run by saving England, France, and, lat«? 
on, AsKfrlc* from the Axis Povers— it would incidentally save his own 
prestige and Inatnre hie reeleetion* 

The i£9c»eta3Xt elammt la the foregoirs argOBeot, let it be noted, is 
that> 'to quote from Secretary Stissson's diary a bit, Japan was -to be 
°B»neuvared tnto^:^po3ltia9a of flrli« the first shot,” aaneu ver, 
according to the revisionists, included using the ships of the U* S« 
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Pacific Fleet aa a Itirej that Is vhy, they 9XS^» Roc^eveXt ii^lsted cm 
Ifi&vliig that fleet based on Pearl Eazbor instead of on ^le vest coast of 
tbe U* S.y as ASairal Riehardson^ KlaaiEa's j^redecessoTy visbed. But let 
be noted that Adialral Rldggrdsoc*e objeetians steased froB purely l(^is> 
tical considerations y such as easier salnteigKn^ and repair; and aorale 
of the saHoont entered into the pieturei-fisvaii vas a long vay frets ^hcBs” 
for 'tiw mn and (tfflOTrs of tbe fleet* (Adalral Richardson had not the 
aUgirfcegfc idea that keeping tte fleet at Pearl vould deter the jG^aaese 
froBi doing vhat they wished to do in the Far East. In faety he thou^it 
keeping fleet on the t^est Coast would be more effective* Welly 
Presidenty “Uie CoBsaander-in-Chiefy didn't agree with Admiral Richardson— 
and that's aU there was to it* It tun^ outy unfortnnatelyy that 
Admiral Bichardsen's vieir was store nearly c o rr e ct than tl^ President's— 
but does that laean that the President had ulterior motives in keeping the 
fleet St Pearl? I don't thliik so at all.) 

And now for xaj comity argvsKSt cn tills score* 

If ve asstBse for the moBtent tin^t the revisianists ' argisaeiit is validy 
idiy don't tiii^ go Just <me st^ further? If all that Presidait Roosevelt 
thou^it necessary for his purposes y if all that he vas seekingy vas "to 
maneuver the Japanese into firing the first shoty" and if MAGIC contained 
all tiBkt the revisionists cloin it eontalnedy would it not have been 
possihley by means of that very MAGIC to acos^pliah. hia purpose without 
sui^ a terrible loss of Asterican lives aniy without loss of any of the 
ships that omstituted the apple of the President's eye, the Savy's big 
battleships? If Roosevelt vas so clever a politiciaa az^ so Ma^iiavelllan 
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in his B tr a t e ar as to think np a way of aanexrvering the Japanese into a 
ptwitloai nhereia the/ vonld 1»e eastleed or aa oeuver ed into firing the first 
shotf should one donht that he lacked the iotelligenee to Imve gome one 
step farther in his thinMug and aayixig scnething like the foUcvlng to 
hlmelf: "Surekaj. X*Te got it* M&GIC will prorlde ^ae golden ogpo r t a n * 

itgr I've sought for so aany acmtha. I*Ve hit a perfeotly oarveloos 
id^ and opp o rt u ait/l An ahsolntel/ ai^ aaazingl/ vcmdexful opportun ity^ 
The Japanese have to eone to Peiarl Bashor to Bade their Burprise attack^ 
an attack clearly indicated hy these M&SIC! zaessages* They have to travel 
several Ihousaad miles, In fact, to getrl^ Eavaii ffon Je^paaese waters* 

If we caught then rai^haaded, so to speak^ near Hawaii and preferahly 
4 ^ 0 t before the attack, nobody c»nid possibly claiw were on a stsplej 
h arn l esfl i^eomralasaa^ adsaitm— or on aaaeuvers. Why, with Japanese* 
Asaerican relations so t^ise, even if they were caaght as bbj/ as 300 miles 
from Pearl Haxbor eve ry unbiased critic would say that they really fired 
firsti So 1*11 bring Kinmel and Short fully into the plcture—I'll tell 
thas the story MAGIC is telling us* I'll secretly order them here ri^it 
sway (Hovm^ber 26^, for exaa^ple) Eutd I'll have Marsl^JLl and Stazk^ ccaae 
in. I'll show Klm»*l and Short the crucial siessages* Then I'll tell 
them aooething like this: Look, cy boys, you see now, don't you, what 

your're In an ex ee llait position to do to the Hips? You see, don't you 
that this Inside and absolutely autl^itle information says that are 
arsing from Japan to attack Pearl Harbor by surprise at aevma o'clc^ on 
the awning of 7 Decesber; they're coming with a taak f wee which will 
certainly be a laretty big one, you stay be sure. It will comprise several 



22 




REF ID :A489034 





alrexsft carriers; ^iegr*II have xsagrhe as waxf as 350 aircraft^ Including 
dive hooitars, ete*» of onarae. Ifov aa Ccamnflftr»la<>Chlef^ X direct yoa 
to do everyth ing 'tiaat vlll be necessary to aeet them vhen oar prtf exahly 
4ttsi befocre they arrive to Ijecc^ their attack* 1 direct you to de s troy 
them; knock out tbs \dtcDje task faeces, carriers^ plsaesj and all, ^^ust 
bdtare re&eh Oahax.if you cbb.» X direct yon, Klnmel, to get all ycmr 
battleships and, of ^nrse, your carriers out of their berthing positions 
at Pearl Harbor sees tiste during tbe nieht, so that thrre vem't be Eoay 
ships there for them to bo^. kad I vast all your planes, ineitrf*<r>g 
those cm your car r i ers, the LexLsgtm and the Enterprise, up in the air 
before seven o'clock; you'd better get off aeasages at once to Halsey, 
Hevtcm, emd Broun to alert their task forces; if thi^'re not at Pearl get 
them back as soon as you can; asybe you'll vsnt to get the Saratoga back 
from the West Coast to ^in your other oaxTlerB if there's still time, 

and that's OK with me* Short, I vest all your anti -aircraft batteries on 

<} . 

shore to be fully manned and vith live ssmnmltion at hand, ready for use; 

I kstov you don't have too much in the vay of fighter and boeiber planes but 
I vast you to wipe out as many of their aircraft as possible with \diat you 
have* Forget that sarewy message you sent aboizt being prepared for 
sehotage— *ln view of these messages that's ea shsurd notion. Tou can see 
that the Japs ere after our fleet aai the protecticaa of ths fleet while 
at Pearl is your you know* Be sure your radar is working properly— 
2k hours a day. I vast you, Kbssael, to get your carrlezvt and battlevagcms 
out where they can destroy the Japanese carriers and. escort ships while 
their airesraft are being shot down 5^mt before th^ readtx Pearl. This, 
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l»&a, it dons veil vlU fpi dcnm in histozy Bost thrilling azid 

l^portezit tettle Of all Sven stae^ Bare Is^ortant is fact that 

if you koodc odff their task tatce askd asswdBg ve*H have ninlTnal losses 
ve‘11 coasse out far ahead in naval strength because right Jsow our Pacific 
Fleet Is no ostch for the Jo^sanese CoB&ined Fleet— they’ve got ncere 

faster ships, sod vlth loa:^per«ra»ge gras th&a ve have, l*& sorry 
to say^ Sow I don't vsnt you to tell anybody I've alertad you becsase of 
iSiat M&GIC is telling ns* Ve're reading their stost secret diplonatie 
codes eo^ vhich are all that eorat xscrr eayhonr ri|^ now, and it's 

very important ttot 'tixey doe't get srapieiotB ahoat seenrligr of their 
F(»?eiga Office cntamml cations » I vast thea to cootimie using th^e 
^ypto^rs^phic syste aoa s hecsrae the iaformtioa ve*re gettiag out of them 
saw is pric e l e ss and vUl he even aore so is tte var vhich vill vlthont 
^oestlofi ensue vhea you've dastroyed their task force for Pearl* They 
voQ't get sui^elotas if you vill act eacaetly as thou^di your operstlQas 
and manenvers are a routine ssstter— trainlBg'-'hvtt I vnat you to he on 
Al^rt Ho. 1* B^'t fc ^ ^t that on I 7 Jrae 19^; vhen ve thou^xt the Jhps 
and the Gezsons vere ahofut to gEmg 19 ts& us, ve sent messages directing 
ottr eoEEffinderB to put our forc« at Pearl on a full alert, and you did 
so; that time, fortunately, nothing happeited. We vere probably ;^ajipdBS 

■ 'V ■ : 

at conclralons then, hut nov it's different— lusv ve've got this t^GIC. 
You'll have to go at this carefully, of course, so as not to alnzm the 
^hps and lead them into railing the vhQle taxing attf vhloh they BtUl can 
do, as V8 u ad e r sta ad their plan* But the important thing is to keep from 
doing anythii^ 'ttiat vill alara them and xake them call the vhole thing off* 
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I to fire the first shot * I*» swee you can think wjra to 

vnk 19 to a eassditia& of fall alert 00 i&sa^ tiiey'll not &ei easpleiorus* 
Qaat Bight predpi'teite as “In e ld eB t" and give tto Je^ an exci»e to say 
that m ecsBultted the £lrst overt act. Besides ve don't vaat to alsass 
the clTll'^gggulatlon, of cxmrse* Bvexytody knovs that relatloas between 
Japan and ourselves are very tense rij^ wv, so that exercises end 
asmesvers of a defensive ts^e viU certainly be r^urd^ as only l ogical 
and tl:^ natural thing to do. Sov I surest Idiat yon get back to your 
posts as fast as you ean«-yoa*ve got only a fev days to prepare a r^il 
snrpsrise fas: the surprise they think ^isy're fusing to spring on tts. 

Let's see hear veil yon «a knock 'eaa off. Give 'ea belli So Ixsag, and 
the best of luck to you. About 1^ armioa Ast«lcaas viU probably xtsrex 
knew larv zntfh they vill ove you two for what I*a svore you'll be able to 
do, even with what little you have. X wish you had you know 

vdiat the trodale is. I don't have to tell you. It's enou|d^ aterely to 
remind you thst the Selective Service Act was extended In the House just 
a few months ago by a Bttijorxty of just one vote* ” 

On 3 December the President (in this imaginative acexuat) sends a 
message to KlBmel, and Short telling them that we've deciphered a long 
Taessage from the Jaq^uiese Consul, Kita, in Honolulu to Tokyo* “Kita is 
the whose been giving them the ds^ about ships in harbor; he's the 
one whose been sending Tokyo the detailed st^ry of what i^ps are anchored 
where. But from this 3 Deceatber message it's clear that sorashow Elta has 
figured out, or smybe 8GOi^»ody in Tokyo has figured cut, that it would be 
a ’^rrlble djenotsaent to <^aae all the way from Js^an to emke their surprise 
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attack only to find that the n»lrds had flxnm the cooip. ' So Kita has 
figure out a plan vhere)^ he aoi his spies In and around Pearl can send 
last vord to the Je^anese Attach Force CooBsaader that everything is OS., 
that the important eleaaents of the JJ, S* Fleet are still in their berthing 
positions, and haven *t suddenly departed a fev hours before the 
attack is s^iednled to eaenaence.” (See Message frcra Kita to Tokyo, 

3 Decaaber 19^j» P» 267 at Part 12, MR, a aessa^ which ^ the way was 
not proi^Bsed until 11 Decenber 19^1 but whi<^ if there really was a con- 
spiraey would certainly have been done before 7 December.) "Kita doesn*t 
even have the slightest inkling, of course, that I'm telling you, Klantel 
and Short, about the set«^ he has prepared to make sure to get word to 
the Japanese task force that the birds haven't flown the coop. Tou arrange 
with Baval Intelligence, Army Intelligence and the FBI at Honolulu to 
grab Kita and Kite's spies on Saturday and hold thoa in cold storage 
until after the Itl^xned for attack has eoae att—eia^ has, of course, 
failed, because it will fail, if you've dtme your part." 

If any x'eader of this brochure thinks that the foregoing fanciful, 

1 magi, native, or conjectural account of what sight have happened is too 
bizarre for serious consideratlcm let me call his attention to >diat 
Admiral Klmnel says he could and would have done— if only he'd been "let 
In on” M&GIC, or at least bad been told ^diat was In those messages. Let 
Be quote from his bo(^ (pp« 87 *^): 

Bo one bad a more direct and. israedlate Interest in the 
security of the fleet in Pearl Harbor than Its cqiTOander-in- 
chief 5o one had a greater rigd^t than I to know that Japan 
had carved tro Pearl Harbor into subHBreas and was seeking and 
receiving rei^rts as to the precise berthings in that hazbor 
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of tbe eiiips of the fleet* I had been sort Mr* Grev's report 
earlier in the year vlth positive advice froa the Havy Depart- 
aent that no credence vas to be placed in the raaoxed Jc^>cnese 
plana for an attack on Pearl Harbor. I vas told tten, that 
no Japanese jaove against Pearl Haibor c^peared "Iratliieait or 
planned for in the foreseeable future." Certainly I was entitled 
to knew when InfonBation. in the ISavy Departiaent cco5»letely alter- 
ed infonostion and advice previorusly given to xoe* Siirely} I 
wae entitled to know of the intercept^ Slspatches between Tokyo 
end Honolulu on and after Septeeber which indicated 

that a Jgq^anese zoove against Pearl Hei^r vas planned in Tokyo. 

Knowledge of these intercepted Japanese -dispatches wovild 
have radically changed the estiisate of ti^ slta a tion made by 
me end my staff. It would have suggested a re-arientatiem of 
our planned operations at the outset of hostilities. The war 
plans of the Savy Departeent and of the Pacific Fleet, as well 
as our directi vea and Infonaation fron Washington prior to the 
attack, indicated that the Pacific Fleet could be mrat effec- 
tively e^lcyed a^inst Jspan through diversionary raids on 
the Marshalls when the Jspanese struck at the Malay Barrier* 
Knowledge of a probahle Japanese attack on Pearl Haibcof would 
have afforded an opportuolty to aeabush the Japanese striking 
force as it ventured to Hawaii. It would have sijggested the 
vlsdoa of concentrating our resources to that end, rather than 
conserving them for the Marshall Islands e>:pediticm. 

Admiral Klanel cites Instance after Instance, laessage after message, 

which contained infoznation which, he says, would have been of vital 

Isyortaoce to hla end would have prevented the dissister if only he had. 



been given the information which he should have received as Ccnaaiander- 
in-Chlef of the U. S. Pacific Fleet. Maybe, maybe he*s ri^t in his 
contentian. His proziiBlty to the sce:^ ml^it have led him to make the 
imaginative Jan5> that was necessary in order to reach the correct solution 
to the astounding stozy that lAmc vas unfolding. 

TTBftglnatl on bogs down when one considexm what such a picture as I 



hare conjured up might have been painted fron what the Japanese messages 
were saying— or what the reviflianl sta claim they clearly said. 
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It is true that ia Easmli there were fewer fluting aircraltj, hotti 
Arsqr aad, Hauy, tlXEm vere released frcca the ^s^anese carriers vhea the 
attach was Isamched. But the aircr&ft cm the U, S. SsTy ctcrrlere LexLagtaa 
aad Ehtexpriae^ had these carriers been positioned the basis of the 
inf oma tlon the reyisionleta elaia Presidertt Hooseyelt had, vould hare 
sade tqp for the lack of aircraft on Hawaii at the time of the attack* 

In Adairal KlBBel*s story the Adedral tas^ces a few ccenaenta <m the 
qi£stion of \dxether his account represents action that he might have 
taken. But let it be resienbered that what he sajrs is bas^ on hindsight; 
and the Admiral freely admits this point. He cantends that had he had 
the benefit of the intelligence which was in tl^ M^IC massages eutd which 
he never received the story would bare been very diff e r e nt {pp. I 09 -III): 

The (xuastlom will arise in your minds, as it has in mine; 

Would the receipt of this Inf oiantion have made a difference in 
the events of Decead>er 'll Bo man can ssov state as a fact that 
he would have taken a certain course of action years ago had he 
knovm facts which were then unknown to him. All he can give is 
his present conviction, divorcing himself from hlndslcgrt as far 
as humanly possible, and re-creating 'tiie etmosphere of the past 
and the factors which then influenced him. I give you ay views, 
foriBed in this manner . 

Had I leanaed these vital facts and the "ships in harbor" 
messages cm Hovenber 28th, it is my present conviction that I 
would have rejected the Eavy Departoent's suggestion to send 
carriers to Wake sal Mldwey. I would have ordered the third 
carrier, the “Saratoga," back from the West Coast. I would 
have g<me to sea with the fleet and endeavored to keep it In 
an intercepting position at sea. This would have permitted 
the disposal of the striking power of the fleet to meet an 
attack in the Hawaiian area. The requirexessts of keeping the 
fleet fueled, hcrwever, would have made necessaxy the presence 
in Pearl Haxbor frcm time to time of detachments of various 
units of the main body of the fleet. 



On Deeesher 4, ample time r egaine d for the Navy Depart- 
ment to forward to me the infoxnation which I have outlined. 
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aad in addition the foUowing slgnlfAeaat facts» idxlch the Bai^r 
Departooxt l^oxied between Ho v e ab or 27 end. that date: 

1 } Ja^pan had Inforaed Hitler tdiat var with the An^pjo-Saxon 
powers would break orzt socmer than anyooe dreasrt; 

2 } Japan had broadcast her winds code sigiAl using the words 
wind rain,” laearing war or a rapture of dlplonifttie 
relaticss with the Halted States. 

Assming thet for tha first tiare oai Degetaber ^ I had ell the 
IsgKnrtast isforascction then availchle in the ISoLry- Departesnt> it 
is sgr p r es eat eastrletion that I would have gone to sea with the 
fleet* including tite »rrier ”Lexl:^tcm” and arras^d a rssdez- 
wouB at sea with Ealsex's carrier force* and been in a good, 
position to intercept the Je^panese zctta^. 

At spms tlse prior to Deecssber 6, 19^* the comBander s of 
Sawaii could have been 1js£anv& of the proaise of azssed s::sp^rt 
as detailed bjr the \!aT Departs^:t In Leaden to Air $tersha.l Brooke 
Poi^isat in SingE^ore» This vital Infoxsaation was denied to the^. 

On DecsE^ter 6, fifteen hours before the attack* sag>le tiiae 
still rtaaaiaed feu: tiis Savy Depa rtHggt to give ste all the aigni> 
flcaat f&ets which I have outlined end whicdi were not available 
to me in Hawaii, In addition* the Sav^ Depaortaent could then 
have advised ae that thirteen parts of the Jeponeae reply to 
the Aioeriean prop{»als had been received* that the tone and 
tesE^per of this gessage indicate a break in dlplcDatlo relations 
or war with the IMted Stat^* and that Japanese r^ly was 
to be focnsally presented to this gover a m ent at a special hour 
socni to be fixed* Had I receive this inforaation on the 
afternoon of Deceaher 6 * it is ay present conviction that I 
would have ordered all fleet units in Pearl Harbor to sea* 
arranged a readesvous with Halsey’s task force returning freea 
Hake* and been ready to intercept the Japsaese force by the 
tisie fixed for the outbreak of war. 

Even Qu tl» aomlng of Deceaaber four or five hours before 
the attack* had the Savy Departa^snt ft»r the first tine seen fit 
to send sse all this significant infonsstlan* and the additional 
met that 1:00 P Jt., Washington tine* bad been fixed for 
delivery of the Japaitese ultlaatm to the Ikiited States* ny 
114 ^ forces eauld have noved out of P^rl Harbor* aU ships 
in the harbor would hsve been at general quartos* and ell 
resources of the fleet in instant r^tdisess to repel an etta^. 



For sesae yeean I* too* have woxtdered to what extent Hiasael's state- 
Bioxts as to what we could at Bleht have dene* had he had «xr had been 
given the Infonaatton in MAjQIC, are guided by binds Ight. But having 
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read his book carefully I feel bbat It la qtdte possible that be la 
vzurraizted Is anking bis stateiaeats* defense Pearl Haxbor vas sot 
bis responsibility > of coarse-— It was General Sbort'so But between 
Klnael ead Shorty both c^ftable officers^ their closeness to the sitaatlaa 
and the greater aw»mt of tioe they had to tb-tnfe about their duties and 
responsibilities ulth respect to eafegnardlng the Pacific Fleet lalgbt 
bare led them to a safe coneluslcai: that they bsd better take all precau- 

tions to avoid a sudden attack on Pearl Hasixjr* 

One furt h er eosssent: if, as a result of the Inside Informstlon the 

revlalonlsts asy ve gpt txrm M&GIC, all the stdasarlnes, destroyers, 
carriers and battleships in a large task f«pce of toe U. S* Pacific Fleet, 
or even the whole of toe fleet bad been lying in wait for the Jaipaiiese 
task force sent to jaake toe attack on Pearl Harbor there would have been 
strength enough, I think, to wipe out the toole Jeqoanese task force* It 
is true toat the Japanese task force included only two battleships, but 
it bad six carrlerB, two heavy cnrL&ers, a li^^ cruiser, eleven destrcyers 
and a nuaa>er of stomarines, about five, socffi cxf which carried midget sto- 
marines. (Capt. Harley Cope, USS in "Climb Mount Hiitaka," U» S. Haval 
Institute Proceedings, Vol. 72, So. 12, Deceaber 19^.) I say this on 
the assumption toat Admiral TCiwaf-T vould have tiaed his counter-^aove so 
that the Japanese task farce vould not have had tl^ protection of 
aircraft of its carriers, because if Ki.arael and Short bad operated on the 
basis of Inf omat ioD. toe revisionists claim was clearly in MWJIC the 
Japanese 3^ pJam^ would already have departed on their mission* This 
I regard as a point of eonsiderQble importaa^. There is reason to 
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bdiev« that bad only a task farce of tbe U. S, Pacific Pleet goi» out to 
ftagage Japanese task force in battle on the seas, the U. S. task 
force wcoLld prcbshly bare fared very badly because of the fact that the 
Japanese not only did have air carriers to oxir two but also their battle- 
shipB were faster and had longer araaee guns, Also^ if even the vhole 
U, S. Pacific Fleet ^had qohs out, on the basis of tiAGIC«— as MAGIC is con - 
ceived by the "revlBionista" «— to meet ^le Je^anese task force vhich was 
to attack Pearl Harbor, and had the two navies set on the hi^ seas, with 
the Japanese carriers still sailing wl^ their entire coBplement of air- 
planes, the U, S. Pacific Fleet would probably have suffered a terrible, 
hunrlllatlns and igyinlnlous defeat, because the Japanese task force 
bectmse of what I have already said^-thnyxlsad slk carriers to our two, 
their first-line battleships were speedier end had lon^r-range guns than 
any of our own battleships had. Bot only would there have been a great 
loss of American lives, but also none of our battleships or carriers eoalA 
have been raised end repaired . As it was, and quite fortuitously, there 
were no carriers at Pearl on 7 Deccober; and with one exception the battle- 
ships danjaged car sunk at Pearl Harbor were soon back in comdSEion, thanks 
to an obvioxB strategic error laade by the Japanese h±^ coosaand— they coxild 
have but they failed to destroy the dry docks, machine shops, and the 
repair facilities at Pearli Why toe Japanese overlooked tois rather 
obvlcrus point is not too clear; it shows then to be not too gpod as naval 
strategists. Only one Japanese naval officer has toua far tried to 
e:qp.lnin this strategic error. They, or at least Admiral laBtfraoto had, toe 
inagiJiatian to realize that with the U. S, Fleet in being in the Podflc 
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thftlr plans foor caaqaest canid sot be carried to eosqpletlfa ytrr easily; 

therefore it vas necessary to destroy the U* S* Fleet* Dr* Louis Moirtcm 

In his article Japanese decision for var” ( U. S* Ss-yal Institute 

ProceedlngSf Vol» 80, So. 12, Docen0i>er 195^* P» 1329) seys: 

Against the alioost unaniaotts os>positioaa of the naval pleaners. 
Admiral YamaDoto regained adsanat* TJbless the Ai&erlcan Fleet 
could be destroored at one blov at the staEit of the war, he 
Insisted, the Jfiq«nese would probably fail In their effort to 
seize the Setherlead Indies and Malaya* And even if they were 
successful, be predicted that they would be unable to hold 
of Ihelr gains for long* . « • A determined effort by the 
Pacific Fleet mi£^ well result in disaster* • . . The Japanese 
beliered It necessazy to destroy or neutralize the American 
Fleet at Pearl Harbor and to deprive the United States of Its 
base in the Philippljsea** America’s line of communi cations 
across the Paci f ic was to be cat by the seizure of Wake and 
Guam. 

B’xfe that was as far ss imagination of Japanese Bavy strategists carried 
them: the only thing they thoogirt necessary was to destroy the U» S, 

Pacific Fleet* On tie other hand, although the U* S. war plans elabor- 

contempla-ted 

ated in 1dxe first half of 19 ^ of that year) took into aceount 

the possibilily 'Uiat the Japanese mi^rt, (as they bad three times befoire 
and successfully) begin a war on an enezy without a preceding declaration 
of war, that Is, by a surprise attack, and althou^ this possibility was 
placed first on the list of contingencies, with Pearl Hazbor as the focal 
point of the attack, eaui althou^ the war plans even envislcaied that such, 
an attack could eoaie fraa aircraft flown fr om carriers, it is an olmoat 
Inexplicable fact that all this was Bissply forgotten by the end of the 
aaae year . The U. S. high cgamand in Washington cert a inl y forgot 1^s 



« ScBoe American naval historians and strategists disagree with Dr* Mort<xa 
on this point; they Insist that the Japanese Havy needed a spectacular 
victory— the Amy was getting too moch publicity, and that is •idqr 
XaaBmoto Insisted on the Pearl Harbor attack* It was not necessary far 
their plans to take all that could be taken in ^utheast Asia* 
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ggn tiTug mcy; asd tvo principal axoaoders In Bawnli, ^ Deccober 
also B ^ p par ently format did thegr ladl the inaglnatlan that the 

JanuBiT’ to Hscr 19 ^ var planners nsed in thinking tq) the things that the 
Japainese aright do^ In Ifaahlngton th^ vere thinkins only of deterrenta 
to Japanese ezpansion In the Far East. They iiwginrd that as long as the 
U. S. Pacific Fleet resalned intact in tte Pacific it would serve as a 
deterrent to J^&nese aoves toward ccmquest in Southeast Asia. The 
Jeqj«nese attack Pearl Eerhcar, criir greatest overseas 'bastion? Hov ebsurdi 
Washington, hy Decenfber 19^1, ^ust slEgaly could not that the 

Japanese would be foolhardy enough to attack Pearl Harbor and try to 
destroy the ships of Pacific Fleet in their berthing positions in that 
harbor. Except here and •Urere among the Junior officers of the Saty the 
possibility of a surprise sir attack on the Fleet was kept in mind* ”A 
group of the younger officers (on the West 'Virginia) . . . anticipating 
an air attack cm the Fleets had disci^ssed aaong -Uiesiselves what to do in 
case it cajas, and knew exactly hew to act." (Morlson, S. E. The rising 
sun in the Pacific, 'Vol. Ill of History of Ihilted States Saval Operations 
In World War II, Little Brown and Co., Boston, 1953, p. 1C3). Their 
foreal^jt, says Prof* Morlson, saved the West ~yirgi»'?a ^ To repeat, it 
is true that ttiis coatl agency about which I have already said a j^>od deal, 
was explicitly stated in war plans— but apparently nobody seriously 
beliered that it «auld be done, or that the Japanese would be so fooli^ 
as to tiy it. Indeed, Prof. Mcorlson says of the attack era Pearl Harbor: 
(P. 132) 
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^Hrus, Xiie sxnrprlBe attack on Pearl Hmtor, far from being 
a "strategic necessity," as the j£g>aaese clairied even after the 
var, was a strategic imbecility* One can search military history 
in vain for an operation nore fatal to the aggressor. On the 
tactical level, the Pearl Eaibor attack was vrongly concentrated 
on ships rather than permanent Install otl nms and oil tanks. On 
the strategic level It was idiotic. On t3oe hljji political level 
it was disastroos. 
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4, ms MAGIC WITHHELD FROM AHD SHORT AHD, IF SO, HHT? 

We not to another linp<nrtant questioo idiich has beeii raised 
in revisionist drclesi Why did xsat ^le ccwamandjers at Pearl Eartor get 
MAGIC; vhy did they not have the aachine* and facilities for deciphering 
the Japanese highest level dlplonatic casgrrantcatioas , the so-called 
'’Purple" crypto -system? Prof. Ferrell says: "The British and General 

MacArthur received th^ ,Pttrple decodlns nachlnes frcsa Washington; why not 
the cOTSsanderB at Pearl Harbor? (p. 225) This la a good question, and 
not as foolish as it Edgirt be made to appear by the usual answer that the 
authorities in ^feshingtm couldn’t p re v e n t the Pearl Harbor attack, even 
with the code, bo what would Klmael and his Array opposite at Hawaii, 
Lieutenant General Walter C. Short have done with it." 

Let us agree that the questicni raised is not a foolish one but let 
US consider it in two parts. First, as to why the British got the Purple 
■?v3t em. In the autumn of 19^ U. S. military and naval axrthorlties on 
the hi^iest level agreed that there should and could be sciik exchange of 
intelligence between the U. S. and the U. K. Included in the inateiial to 
be exchanged was ccertrunleaticaa intelligence. It was ascertained that the 
U. K. copffiiunl cation intelligence eaperts bad not succeeded in solving the 
highest -level Japanese diplomatic cryptosystem and the machine which was 
Involved in enciphering and deciphering the messages in that system. 

/Nor, parenthetically, had the German experts jJ* Cryptanalysts of the 
Gi 3, Airy’s Signal Intelligence Service, however, had accomplished this 
task and were reading the Japanese messages in that cryptosystem, which 
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huA oetseS., f<xe 'istevtiy na veil as far dlsgttlse, tbs "Purple*’ ^tea, 
its predeeesaor^ also a aaehine aya'^ea^ MrlBg beoi saaed ’’Red** 
systexa* On the other hand, it had been as^xtaiaed that the K* o^fpi- 
a&aljsta^ although they had been unsneeeaafhl vith the *!Pm:ple” aystea, 
bad been quite sueceasful vith eertais Geraan azid Italian dlplooatie 
exyptosysteos the stoSy of vhieh had osaly recently been undertaken 'try 
U* S« o: 7 pta&aIysts* It ther efore seemed 'fisat both the tJ. S. end U* 
could profit by some &art of ezeh&age* A teas of four exyptasolyats > tvo 
frcxa iAie Army end t«o from the Havy« vas sent to Louden in January of 
19^1 to discttSB the technical aspects of an exchange of saaterial» The 
U* S« team tooh vith It a reeently’*coe 9 leted ’^Purple" xaach.1ne and 1die 
data necessaxy to use it in dedpl^xlng the Ja^taese aessa^^es* Xt ia 
vary Ij^ortaat to understand that the British had xiot only extensive 
faeilitiTO for intercepting and forvardiatg Japanese dlplcoatle tiraffic 
to London but th^ also had a cerps of very CGBpetent ei y p tar alysta and 
Jepanese translBtors-*«ithout vhoei poss^slcm of ’^Purple” wacbtnp 
vcmld have been of little or no value* The British also vere able to read 
and translate other systexos earzying Japanese diploraatie traffic— «sd they 
did so sot only in London but also at Singapore and Hong Kong^ and possibly 
in (use or tvo otiter strategic spots tinder the British Crovn. 

In the exchange of the "Purple" aaebine and informational details 
coneemlxtg the Purple syatea for specific technical data on certain Gexsiaa 
and It al i a n cryptew y st eBa (principally diplcoatio) both the U* S« the 
Uf K. gained advazttages of Inestimable valae* On this point there never 
has been aoy doiArt on either side* Moreover, this exdxange paved the vay 
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to a later corglete 5* ^ V, K, eoUaboratios la cx^ptanalytic opera> 
tlons after T7* B* aitxy into 'BarM War II as one of tbe bell i gerggfca » 
The valxffi of this eoHaboratton can hardier ^ overestliaated but 'Uiis 
brochure vill aot deal with this aspect* 

As Icag as ve are dealing with the questiozi about the U, S. dell’yery 
to the British of a *!?urple" wad the eryp toaysten uhlcdi used it; 

ve OBy veil go Into a related questiou eoncerrdjag vhich little has been 
said in the t or re nt of vords about the Pearl Harbor disaster* The British 
acquired the “Purple" in Jaatary 19^1; and were able from the very first 
to ttse it— ^lo stiingB were attached to this usegs; except that the secret 
would be treated with the care that it deserved in order to keep from 
enes 7 knavLedge the fact that ve had solved it* (Tdure have always been 
very detailed and strict regulations goryemiag the handling of casmamlcs,- 
tlons intelligence and in time the U* B. and XJ. K. regulstions became 
idsxtlcal)* The reason for neutionlng that igiere were no strings attached 
to ths U. S» gift to the British is to forestall a revisionist allegation 
that Presideirt Roosevelt nrust have pemLtted the gift to be made only on 
condition that no infonaation caaiag fron “Purple" would be used by the 
British in a manner that would interfere with his conspiracy to vx^diold 
frcm the two coBnaBoders at Pearl Harbor whatever intelligence they might 
obtain whl<^ vould prevent the Japanese taking them by surprise. Such an 
allegation vould; of course; be absurd on its face— but then the revlsian> 
Ists do not alvaya argue in a logical runner. Exactly why the British 
would; even if they could have agreed, to keep "Purple” Intelligence from 
Short and. Klssael is hard to understand. In the first place, although there 
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vas ao direct cnggrremlcatlop l»e1weea these masassders sod the British.^ 
cextaialjri ^tsre vas bet^reea Brittsh aad Aiasrleati iixfeelll* 

genee enttaerlties ia the Far East* In the se^oul plnce^ let it be acted 
that 'British had "beoa. able to read tatd vere reading Jfe^paaese diplo- 
aatle agnstess other thaa Parple; la fact* of the xaessagea vhldi the 
revisionista claim most definitely indicated that & surprise air attack 
vas to he Bade at Pearl Eaxhor irsre In cxy^ptc^ystems other than Pxorple* 

For eoEECtssle, the ao>«tlled ^ooiblag plot” n es sag e vas aot la "Purple” 
at all hat In a ^stem held hy <»asuiates, a system designated as as 
J>19; and several other nessages relate to the bombing plot message vere 
in the saiss system. 

Vhat has dll the foregoing to do vlth the Brltl^t SlzQtly this : Is 
it eoaoelVBble that the British, too, vould have participated in a con* 
spiracy of ailftm» so as to let the Japanese destroy the U. 8. Padfle 
Fleet, the fleet ttet vas ihelr principal proteetiaa against Japanese 
agreasicm la the Far East? Hardly. Is it not clrar that the various 
messages in Purple and in the other Japanese systems conveyed to the 
British no definite statement as to an Iqpgadlng attack cm the Aa^ri^ta 
bastian in the Havaliaa erea? The British, let us retasaber, vere then 

to have the finest aad most carefully ^falned latelllgence eaqperts 
in the vorld. Is it likely Ihst the detailed story of an Is^endiag attack, 
if reve^Qed by M&G3IC, vould bave been coaggletely overlooked by their 
ejQperts? Is it coraeivaible that they vould, if they sav tlm outlines of 
the story, have kept it to themselves? That they vould have kept it from 
their U. S* friends? That they vould have seen to it that no vord of it 
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lefitasd to Sb(»t and Klaiatl? Tlte Brltiaii vere co>OBti&g iq;>aa the U« 3* to 
protect Britlsb iizterests in the Far Xast* 

In the toregolsg pera^^rephs It vu stated that certain Japanese 
Bessa^ges were long -delayed in their processing into plain Kngll sb by the 
An^ and Hary cryptanalytic onita. Thtate ddays vere caused by several 
thlngsi (l) there vere so many ntes sages to be forvarded frm XJ» 6. 
Intercept stations that U. 3. radio facilities vere then not equal to 
the task of carzylng thea all; nany had to be sent by air nail pouch oar 
even by ardtuary U* 3* Mail pouch; (2) there vere so nany messages and 
so fev persons capable of processing then in Washington— let us not forget 
that a fev dozens of persons in Washington vere trying to keep up vith 
vhat hundreds, perhsps thousands, of Japanese vere doing in Japanese 
message centers in Japanese eabaasles, legations, and consulates all over 
the vorld; (3) there vere many times vhaa it was in^osslble to solve a 
nev key until a suffleleBt azoouxit of tra f fi c had acctnulated; {k) there 
were many cases vben de c ry p ting a message vas stymied by err ors in traas- 
mission or Interception; (5) there vere only a haudfxil of persons in 
both the Amy and the 5ayy cryptanalytic units who could translate 
Japanese— and no pool in the U. S. froo -^dilch trained and trustworthy 
J^aaaese translators could be selected, as is the case in other foreign 
languages such as French, Genaan, Spanish, etc.; and until the J^>aoese 
vas co n v er ted into English, the messages containing useful intelligence 
about Japan ad^xt Just as veil be filed in the waste basket. 

While we dwell upon the foregoing eleatenta in the story it aight be 
A good p lace to point out that a eonsxdracy to withhold inf orma tion in 
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evder tbat aa attack artgjht be carried oat could bardljr a£f ord to risk 
^xtalB ecotlage^itt* isstaat^, it vcmld be eBseotlal^ vonld it act/ 
that a high d e gr e e of priority ia prcwseesing be aetKSded all Je^pai^se 
Govemaent agasagea golrg to or eccdng fSm toiolgla^ so that tbe alleged 
eoas^iiratcirs ^waaselves ad^it not be eau|^ a^isg? But it is a fact 
that Bsrerol vezy ia^ortaot sassages havisg a direct bearing on situa- 
tion. were not proc e ssed until several da^ after the attack* The very 
fact that the processing of all laessa^s to se^ from Hopolulu vss not 
given the hlg^best or even a prior i ty itself «»sstitT3tes an ergoment 
against tint allpged {Mnspiracy being ob^etlve— and xut coopletely sdb- 
;}eetiT»» 

; , Let TO, BOW take 19 the question ebout tig withholding of M&BIC fron 
Admlrsl Kiriinp.l and Gexteral Short— as viewed by the hipest level author- 
Itles la Vaehlngtcsi* First of all it is <suy to adnlt the fact that the 
crlticaJ. M&CJ2:: taessagea of the early autuan of 19^1 and to the day of 
tte attack wsee withheld from them; there can be no question whatever 
about this fact. But the l i t garta ct podst is vhyt The revislanlsts sey 
that it was necessitated by the RooseTelt*^arshall-Stark eonsprlaty to 
brlztg ehout the attack on the Fleet at P^url Baxbor* A dispassionate 
vlevj however^ saist take Into eonsideraticin quite diffe r e nt and more 
logical factors* Firsts as the Puzple aessa^ continued to be read in 
Washington the strategie value of our solatioia of that eryptcsystem 
becmae Inereaslngly apparent* This is a good place to insert what General 
Marshall had to say on the subject of the value of MAGIC> which he deserlb- 
^ in detail in a hl^ily secret letter he wrote to Governor Dewey, a 
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Bepubllcaa^ «bo Iffid leaned a}»aut M&OIC (ao3xx!jr ImowB hov or troa vboa). 

Marahall had learned 'tdiect Dewey was jcrcposii^ to use this highly ezplB^lve 

lafonn atl oa in the 19 ^ £eptd>liean Presideatlal eau^algn against a fourth 

texn for Hooaenmlt* She war vaa not onreri Here it is^ In extenso; 

Extracted from CCBCEESSIOSAL HfVESnGATIOaS PEAKL H&EBOR ATTACK, 

Part 3, K?. 1132-1133. 

/298TD7 — gAjp oDeim ~ 

For Ifr, Dewey** cqres only. 27 S^tember 19^. 

dear Governor; Colonel Clarbe, ay mesBengcr to you of yester- 
day, SepteAer 26 th, has reported the result of his delivery of ny 
letter dated Beptaaher 25th. As I understand him you (a) were uroiill- 
Ing to coEgglt yourself to any agresaent regarding "not ccBsmmicsting 
its contents to any other person" in view of the fact that you felt 
you alx'cady knew certain of ■tiie thMnga probably referred to in the 
letter, as suggested to you by seeing the word "cryptograph," and 
(b) ycFU could not feel that such a letter at this to a prealdentlAl 
candidate could have been addresaed to you by an officer In ny poai- 
tion without the knowledge of the President. 

As to (s) ebcve I oa <joite willing to have you read \diat cones 
hereafter with the understanding that you are bound not to ccHmmni- 
eate to esy other person any pcrticms on shlch you do not now have 
or later receive factual knowledge f r o m sooe other source than i^elf . 
As to (b) shove you have ay word that iKither the Secretary of War 
nor the President has any intlsKtloa whatsoever that such a letter 
has been addressed to you or that the preparation or sending of sttch 
a eoamanlcatlon was being considered. I assure you that the only 
persona 'who saw or know of Hie existence of either this letter or ay 
letter to you dated Septesnber 25 th are AdEdral King, seven key 
officers responsible for security of military coeaaunica.'biona, and 
ay secretary who these letters. I aa trying ay best 'to make 

plain to you that this le t ter Is being addressed to you solely on 
ay Inltiai^ve, Adadral King having been consulted only after ■the 
letter was drafted, aad I aa persistlag in the Bjatter because the 
Kllltaxy hasards involved are ao aerious that I feel sons action is 
necessary to protect the interests of our arsKd forces. 

I should have amdi preferred to talk to you In person but I 
could not devise a method that would nxrt be subject to press and 
radio reactions as to why the Chief of Staff of the Aiuy would be 
seeking an interview with you at this pau^cular noment. Therefore 
I have turned to the method of this letter, with \dilch Admiral King 
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coaicurB, to be dellYered by hand to you by Colonel ClaiiEe, ^dio, 
irtdlerrttally, baa charge of the oost secret doeuaents of the War 
and Ba'vy Departeeists. 

In brief, the atflitary dilemma is this: 

Tbs aost vital evidence in the Pearl Harbor matter ccaisists of 
oxrr in t er ce p ts of -^le Jajjanese dljplcnnstic ccwsmtni cations . Over a 
period of years our cryptograph people analysed the character of 
the w«chini» the Japanese were using for encoding their diplomatic 
aeasages* Based on this a correspaading lancdii ne was built by us 
which deciphers their messages. Therefore, ve possessed a wealth 
of information regarding their moves in the Pacific, vhi(di in 
turned was furnished the Btate Departaaent-^rather than an is 
popularly scgoposed, the State ^ 2987 ^ Departaaent providing us with 
the inforantion— which imfortmately raads no reference whatever 
to intentions toward Hawaii xtntil the last message before December 
7th, whirfi did not reach our bands until the foUoving day, Beccribar 
8th. 



3cw the point to the present dllproa is that ve have gone ahead 
with this business of deciphering their codas until ve possess other 
codes, German an well as Japanese, but our Bsain basis of infoxmtlon 
regarding Hitler's intentions in Europe is obtained from Boaxm 
Oshima's messages frooi Berlin rep o r t ing his interviews with Hitler 
and other officials to the Japanese Government. These are still in 
the codes involved in the Pearl Harbor evorts. 

To explain further the critical nature of this set-^ which 
would be wiped out almost in sn Instant if the least suspicion were 
aroused regarding it, the battle of the Coral Sea vaa based on 
deciphered rsesseges and Hierefore oar few ships were in the ri^t 
place et the right time. Further, we were able to concentrate our 
limited forces to Baeet their naval advance on liidway when othenrise 
we adiaost certainly would have been seme 3^000 miles crut of place. 

We had full infoasstion of the strength of their forces in that 
advance and also of the smaller force directed against the Aleutians 
which finally landed troops on Attu and Kiaka. 

Operations in the Pacific are largely guided by the information 
we obtain of Japanese deplojrmants , We know their strength in varicn;© 
garrisons, the rations and other st<nre8 continuing available to the?i, 
and vhst Is of vast iggmrtnace ve check their fleet noveoents and 
the aovemsats of -their cooiroys. The heavy losses reported from time 
to tine ^ch they sustain by reason of our eubaasrine aettoa, largely 
reaiilt from the fact that we know the dailing dates azd routes of 
their convoya and can notify our subnerines to lie in wait at the 
proper pols^. 
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Tbe c a rre s at raids bjr Artwlral Bal»egr*s carrier forees <m Je^paaese 
whijpittg la Manila Bagr and else^dtece wore largelsr Iwsed in tlgiwg on 
kibmn Bonrsnents of Japeatese eco>ragrB> tvo of vhi^ were ea»g^, 
as anticipated, la his de st r u c ti re attacks* 



Y<m vlll andorstand from tbe for^goisg the utterly traffle em- 
sequexe^ if the pxvsest political debates regarding Pearl Sartor 
diaelose to the eauea^, Geznsn or any stspielaa of the rltal 
sources of Inf oxiaatlan ve possess. 

The Reheats* report oa Pearl EboAkt had to have vllhlraiai fzDB 
it all r e fe re n ce to this highly secret natt«r, therefore la portloais 
It necessarily i^ppeared iz^oB^lete. The saae reason idUleh dictated that 
course Is even aore Ix^oataat today heeanse cfur sGagees have been 
greatly elshorated. ' 

As Bttother example of the delicacy of the situation, 
some of Donov8a*8 people (the <^) vlthout telling us, instituted 
a secret s^treh of the Je^paaese Eeftessy offices in Portugal* As a 
result the «xtlre aHitaxy attache Jqjaaese code all over the world 
was changed, aaad though this oc cur re d over a year ago, ve have not 
yet been able to br^dt the new code aad have thin 1<^ this Inval- 
uable source of Infomatlcm^ partloalany regarding the Europesn 
sltuatluh* ' 

A f u r th er most serious ^esharrasszasnt is the fact that the 
British governaent is involi^ coneemlng its xaost secret sources 
of Infongatlon, zt^npdlug ^d^ch only the Prlne Minister, tte Chiefs 
of Staff Sad a very liJBited nmher of other officials have kncrvledge* 

A recent speech in Congress by Bepresaxtatlve Harness would 
clearly suggest to the Japanese -Uiat ve have been reading their 
codes, thou^ Mr. Harness and the American ptiblle vould probably not 
draw any such conclusion. 



otmiuct of General Elsenhov«r*s caq^algn and of all ]^ra- 
tlons in the Pa df ie are closely related in conception end tirning 
to the infozmation ve aecretly obtain throu^ these Intercepted 
codes. 'Biey coaxtribute greatly to the victory and tsesoendously 
to the saving in Assrican lives, both In tl^ conduct of current 
operations and in looking towards the »rly teralnaticm erf the var* 

I aa p re s e n t i ng ^xis Batter to yon in the hope that you vill see 
your way clear to avoid the tragic results with which ve are now 
threatened in the pr esent political cawjtatigB, 



Plttse retuen this Istier by bearer* I will hold It Iniqr oost 
secret file sih^ect to yioub^^||efer»ice should yo^ desire. 

Faithfully yours, 

(Sgl) G. C. MARSHALL. 
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It aeems to ae that the foregoiog letter goes a looig MSjf toward 

aasvmsg the question as to idnr was withheld i ^ ^ -Klnnel and Short* 

■ftp' ' 

Stated brleflor, the authorities in Washington vez^ fearful that If M^IC 
continued to he sent them the secret that ve were able to read all their 
diplosatle exyptocoossunlcatlons, Inelxading "Purple their most secure 
system^ would soon find its way to the Japanese. The whole of the Island 
of Oahu had thousands of Japanese natlcnals^ among whom It was natural 
to assume there were-^there most have heen—plenty of spies. The Arcay 
and Savy authorities In Washington felt that It was becoming too danger* 
ove to the continued secrecy of the fact that we had solved and were 
reading messages in Purple to send any more of 'Uxe messages to 
and Short. Of course they could have been sent some glst8««as had been 
done in the first half of 19^1— but General Sherman Miles^ the then 
Assistant Chief at Staff for Mllltaiy Intelligence, stated before the 
Joint Congressional Committee that sending even gists would have been 
dangerous, by overloading the radio circuits; and he went on to say that 
while the Bavy cxyptosystems could have been used, because they were 

V >■ ' 

more secure than the Axmy's, even that would not rtaiove the danger alto- 
gether. /l will interject at this point the statement that General Miles 
was not too well-informed on these practical matters, bea^® Navy 
had adopted and was using an Army cryptosystem and a machine invented by 
Assy personneljy^ Both the Army and the Bavy's cryptosystems could 
would have stood vq? under the strain of sending all the ia^rtant MBlGIC 
messages to Kiraael and Short and is ezt«iso. 
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But^ insist the revlBionlsts, the Hafjr furnished a M^IC machine end 
infoiBatlcm on how to use It to the Canaander of the l6th Saval District— 
the Philippines. Why not to Klanel and Shortt There were very good 
reasons for this; but at this point we shall merely ask: did possession 

of MAGIC prevent General MacArthur from being taken by surprise and losing 
all his planes at erne fell swoop more than 12 hours after the General knew 
of the J^>anese attack on Pearl Haibor? General MacArthur blames his 
chief of the Amy Air Corps forces In the Philippines, General Brereton, 
for being cau^t napping; and Brereton blames MacArthirr. Possession of 
the Purple Tsachlne alone obviously was not sufficient— the interpiretatlon, 
?^reciatlon, and evaluation of MAGIC is as ii^^rtant. It might be 
useful to quote what General Willoxighby, MacArthxir’s G-2, said on this 
latter point In an affadavit dated 8 May I 9 I 15 (PHR, Part 35# P* 87) in 
protecting the Havy’s monopoly of MAGIC: 

In 1941 the Bavy obtained and Balntalned a highly efficient 
< 5 rypto -analytical seirvice, specialising in Japanese material; though 
the Array had notably participated in the development of this subject, 
the Bavy appears to have obtained a lead; consequently, it can be said 
that the Bavy enjoyed on almost laonopolistlc privilege. In an other- 
wise meritorious desire for security (though every jjttodem nation 
knows that crypto -analysis is going on), the Bavy has shrouded the 
whole enterprise in mystery, mcrTnding other services, and rigidly 
centralising the whole enterprise. At this date, for example, this 
saiae system is still in vogue; as far as SWPA is concerned, the 
crypto -analysis is made in Melboiime, forwarded via 7th Fleet D.H.I.; 
the Melboxime station is vtnder direct orders of Washington, is not 
bound by any local responsibilities, forwards what they select, and 
when it suits them. The x>OBsibillty of erroneous or incooplete 
selection is as evident liov m it was in 1941. The only excuse the 
Savy has is that its field is primarily naval intercepts, but there 
is a lot of Army t raf f i c or other incidental traffic, TMs collateral 
traffic is not always xniderstood or correctly interpreted by the Bavy, 
in ny opinion. 
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Thft solirtlon to this vexing And dangexouB prohlea Is a corn* 
pletely joint, inter -locking intercept and crypto -analTtlcal 
service, on tite M^est level, with the freest Interchange of 
isessages and interpretation. 

The seqnenoe of messages ref e rr e d to, had they been known 
to a coo 5 «teiit Intelligence officer, vith Battle Order and 
tactical backgrouod, beginning with Hovenber lUth, would have 
led instantly to the inescetpable conclusion that Pearl Harbor 
naval installations were a target for attack, with November 
25 th or Hovealber 29 th as the deadlines, suggesting irresistibly 
that elapsed time was involved, for some sort of naval seaborne 
sortie, 

C, A. Willou^by, 

C. A. Willoughby, 

Major General, G. S. C., 

Assst.Chief of Staff, G-2, 
General Headquarters, SWPA, 

The fact is that skilled cryptanalytic help and skilled Japanese 
translators were not in sufficient st^ly to permit either the Aray or 
the Savy to BCintaln roary sxxch people anywhere outside the U* S.~ they 
were badly needed in Washington. And besides, nobody thought or even 
jjaaglned that they were so badly needed at Pearl Harbor as at Manila— 
the Japanese would never be so foolhardy as to attack Pearli The U. S, 
Kavy authorities believed that the Philippines might be cut off— but not 
Hawaii. Manila needed MAGIC much ciore than Pearl J That explains why 
there was a Ptnrple machine in Tianila, rsore than anything else. The Navy 
cdEEmmicationa perscamel at Pearl were assigned the mission of trying 
desperately to solve the iBQKjrtaat Japanese naval cryptoBystems and to 
get ^diat information could be gleaned froa traffic analysts of Japanese 
ccPBiunl cations j the Amy had no signal intelligence or cryptanalytic 
personnel at all In Hawaii after 1939 — ^the very "mai i unit it did have 
in Honolulu was brought back to Washington after but one year's opera- 
tions •ttiere— because the few trained persons of that unit vere thought 
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to be gttdi aore aMfal in Hashlngton. Esvaii seeaed to be the laet place 
t2te Japanese vonld try to attack} l&qr keep the few trained cryptanalytic 
personnel thne when titey coold be so antch aore useful in Vashingtcm? 

Hhat the Azxqr had, therefore^ was sis^ly an intercept unit directed to 
listen in on certain assigned Ji^enese circuits and to forward the 
traffic to Washington for stu3y. 

In this decision to bring back to Washington that small Aray crypt- 
analytic xmlt (two or three peraons at isostl) I am quite sure that the 
Chief Signal Officer eonsxilted no hi^atr authority*— and, I am sure too, 
the Coemandlng General of the Hawaiian Department at that time. General 
Short's predecessor, was glad to get rid of the unit— its maintenance 
caused him difficult Ix^lstLeal problems . The secret of Its operations 
certainly was a source of Irritaticm to him and his staff —they newer 
got to see the results. The trained Signal Corps officer the Signal 
Intelligence Serrice in Washington s^rt to Hawaii in 19^ pert oroed no 
signal Intelligence functions; by direction of the local co n man d e r he 
was soon given "store necessary" duties, such as devlsl33g and supervising 
the laying of communl cation cables in and around Honolulu. And with 
this decision I can take no exception— the Comwanding General on the 
spot knew best \diat he needed. I knew for a fact that when the Signal 
Corps sent a very small unit to Corregldor it was only with the greatest 
difflcmlty that the CoBgaandlng General there was finally persuaded to 
let the milt do yAi&t it was sent out to do— but only far a short time. 

The meEd^ers of any Signal Intelligence unit (Signal Corps personnel) were 
badly needed for ordinary Signal Corps functions. Washington could do 
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rery little abotzfe thia«— the local eonnander decided. In all that I have 
said above^ bover&r, the lust Isq^cnrtant point by far vas, so far as 
eoneemed both the Philippines and Sasfail^ that an attach by the Japanese 
vas too fantastic to varrant ouch thou^st, so preparations for a possible 
attack vere sostevhet neglected. 
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5. THE "WHJDS CCBffl MBSSAjCSS'’ . 

Nanjr tho^wandH of vords hsve been expended in dlseimslng and vriting 
the story of the so-called *%nLnds Code Messages,” and, in particnlar, 
whether there vere any authentic ^*ltind 8 Code Execute" messages^ 

There vere two "Kinds Code" set- 4 Q> 8 , vhich vere intended, for rea- 
sons peculiar to the Orimital mentality, to give a certain kind txl vaxn- 
Ing hut ^ttst exactly what of a vaming is unclear because both of 
these "set-ups" vere, to say the least, iiq^ractieal. Ind ee d quite 
foolish, because thqr vere so susceptible of being confused vlth ordi- 
nary veather and news broadcasts. And, indeed, this Is exactly idiat 
did happen vlth regard to the one of B»st interest to the U. S* A veather 
broadcast— now temed the false "Winds Code Execute" aessage vas inter- 
cepted— and for a fev hours at any rate was taken to be the real thing. 

But it wasn't "the real McCoy"— it reses&led vhst the Execute nessage 
might hawe been but when carefully scrutinized it Just didn't meet all 
the conditions specified in the code instructions. The alarm it set off 
subsided as soon as the discrepancies vlth vhat a real Execute should be 
were recognized. 

I think that one thing vas established conclusively after exhaustive 
investigation by several of the Pearl Harbor boards, including that of 
the Joint Congressional Coamittee: the Japanese never did send out an 

Buthentie "Winds Code Execute" message vhich clearly indicated that Japan 
vas going to attack the U* S. If indeed the Foreign Ministry intended to 
transmit such a nessage it vas forgotten at the last moment; and even if 

^9 
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it had not forgotten^ the ifeost the measage could have conveTed was that 
there was going to be a break la relations between Japan and the comtry 
signified by the partictilar "Winds Code Execute" r^ssage. The other 
thing which seems to be certain is that having forgotten to send out the 
"Execute” Tiwi^ing a break between Japan and the U* S.^ sonoebody se«&s to 
have reaeahered to send out after the attack on Pearl harbor a "Winds 
Code Execute" signifying that Japan was breaking relaticms with Britain 
but not with the U.S.S.R. Even this one the Japanese were interro- 
gated after the surrender of Japan denied havliig transialtted but all the 
evidence I have exsained indicates that they were not telling the truth. 
One might say, if they didn’t tell the truth about that one ve should not 
put ai:y credence in their denial that a "Winds Code Execute" was sent out 
on 3 December, the one indicating e break In relations (or war) with the 
U. S. Certain of the Japanese interrc^ted on the point denied ever 
setting tp the "Winds Code" in the first place. This point is examined 
in great detail in Apitendlx E to PHR, pp. k6'J’-hQ6 and there is consimmate 
Bk-i 1 1 in this examination. The FHR arrived at the following conclusion, 
which I think represents the last word that can be said on this subject 
(p. k86): 

COSCLUSIO©; From consideration of all evidence relating to 
the winds code, it is concluded that no genuine mesaage, in 
execution of the code and s^lylng to the United States, was 
received in the War or Bavy E>eparbaeiit prior to December 19^1* 

It appears, however, that messages were received which were 
initially thoue^ possibly to be in execution of the code but 
were determined not to be execute messages. In view of the pre- 
ponderate wclg^rt of evidence to the contrary. It is believed that 
Captain Safford is honestly mistaken when he Inilsts that an 
execute message was recelv^ prior to December 7# 19^1. Con- 
sidering the period of time that has els^sed, this mistaken 
in^pression is understandable. 
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Greuxtli^ tear paxposes of discussion that a geumlne execute 
nessaffe E^lgrlng to the vinds code vas intercepted befoore Dee> 
eaher 7^ it is cooelttled that such fact vould have added nothing 
to vhat uas alreadgr knenm eoneerelng the critical character of 
our relations vlth the Empire of Japan* 

This eoncltsBion rwHosA in 1946 ragalns unshaken to this day-^noth* 
<»g has turned up to anke a linage in it deslrahle^ so far as eancems 
any "Winds Code Execute” nesaage that mli^zt have been transadtrted on 
3 Decesdter j as Certain Safford contended* Oa^ could only vlsh that the 
conelasion had stated categori«tlIy that there uas such a aeasage in 
regard to a break in relations between J^^aa and the British (and also 
the Dutch East Indies) because the erldeoce is clear that such a signal 
was sent‘»-but then^ by tixat tins^ 8 Deceaber^ the attack on Pearl Eaxbor 
vas finished* 

The "revisionists^" heveTer^ still believe in Captain Safford^the 
sole person who stock to his statesient that there vas a 3 December warn- 
ing^ aM that all copies gS that isessage were deliberately destroyed. 

The interesting thing about this ■whole te3^st->in-a>teapot is that even 

If there had been an authentic U. S.-Jsupan execute message it would ha-ve 

not 

told us nothing whatever that vas/already known on 3 Decenher. Moreover, 
and this I think is -very inportant, attack on Pearl vas prepared for 
with BO much secrecy I would doubt very much ■tiiat the Japanese would take 
any chance whatever in sending out a laessage which might "tip their hand" 
It lust doesn't fit in the picture at aUS 

It Is interesting -to note that Admiral Klnmel, while he isenticmB 
the "Winda Code" affair and ei'tes (p. 100} vhat the Baval Court of 
Inquiry said about it— later proved to be wrong— does z^t press ■the 
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B&tter eerlously* I -think -tiixe Admiral Is yery dubious that a real 
Execute ma aver sent out on 3 Deceober as claimed by Captain Salford, 
althougji he does say (p. lOl); ''IPhe findings of the Ha^al Court of 
Inquity on this subject are confirmed by the evidence presented to -Uie 
Joint congressional investigating conaittec." The Admiral does not 
state specifically uhst the “findings” were but the reade r is left to 
conclude that the comalttee found -tirat -there -was an Execute transmitted 
on 3 December and that it vae intercepted by us — but the Infornatlcm vaa 
iu3t -tranamltted to him or to other cantoanders afloat. 

Senators Fergoscm end Brewster in their Minority Report say (p, 526); 
"Even if the wind execute message they saw was a false one they believed 
it true at the time aavi should have acted accordingly.” A good point, and 
I think, one that should be si^haslzed; it is -boo bad it wasn't followed 
regardless of any other considerations. 
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6» TEE QIESTXOOr CF SABOCACS 

IJhat led Geaeml Stort to prejaxe for sabotage ratber than for 
mLlitary action by tbe Jcq[>Qisese? 

In ay oplnlan the reason for General Short’s Tcry brief answer to 
the war vamiag laessage seat him after the 26 Hovember 19^ American 
rejoinder to Js^anese proposals for arriflag wt a aodas ylvendl was not, 
as many people believe, utter nonsense. Short said me r ely that he was 
prepared for sabotage* T2ie fact is that everybody in Washington and, 
apparently, etlso In Honolulu had bxtt t^#o things in mind as to possible 
or probably- Japanese action. First, the Japanese march was Certaifily to 
be to 'tile southward (to Malaya, Thailand, Indo<<hiBa, Borneo, or the 
Dutch East Indies; Indeed all their actions seemed to point in those 
directions) and Short was not able to do anything at all about that. 
Then, secondly, there was incessant talh in America, including in the 
radio broadcasts and in the ‘writings of colxmniets , sabotage was what 
■we had to guard agalmt. The generally -held view was that “the Japanese 
were trlclcy, that att ei ^ t s to thwart their march would be countered by 
the various aechanlsas of sabotage . This I remesnber ■very vividly. And 
I feel sure that when General Gerov recei'ved General Short’s message 
stating "that all steps to prevent sabotage had been taken and that he 
van in liaison with the Havy, General Gerov probably thou^rt "Fine 
business— Short's on the Job," So Host ha-ve the others in Washington 
who saw it— Oenerel Marshall Included, By hinds Ig^ Short's message 
seems entirely unresponsive to 'the message sent him. But the matter of 
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sabota^ vaa In the air. That's vhat ve bad to look ceat for, Oonflnaa> 
tion of this ottltode can be seen In various stessa^^. Even the Sa^'t 

s tron g Bksssage beginning "This dispatch is to be considered a var vaming" 

1 

ends with ‘’Continental Districts G\»a SfflBoa directed to take appropriate 
XKeasures against sabotage.” EvezTbod^ had f o r go tten all about the var 
plsm of May 19^1 vhich enviseged as the first and BBjst dangerous con- 
tingency a surprise air attack on the Fleet at Pearl Harbor. Parenthe- 
tically 1 zs^ add that those vhose znamories of World War I included the 
two great acts of sabotage by German agents in this country (the Black 
Tom e35>losic2n and the Fire) before the D. S. beceme a belligerezit 

in that var vill perhaps agree vith ste that Japanese sabotage vas the 
thing Americans thotz^rt vas most to be feared in regard to American 
territory. Let us not forget that this fear quickly expressed itself 
very clearly and heartlessly in vhat vas done to thousands of Japanese- 
Amerdcan cltlzeziB (including Htsel) In California the moment we declared 
war cm Japan, Why did they move them out of the port cities? What were 
the authorities afraid of? Sabotage ? For thie reason I, for one, find 
it difficult to crlticiae General Gerov in his .handling of General Short’s 
message in response to the 26 Hoveaher message from Washington. 

But what about the views held by U, S. intelligezice authorities on 
this question of sabotage? Were they the same as those of the average 
Azaerican citizen, "the man-in-the-street"? I think they were— and 4ust 
as the views of "the zson -in -the -street" of those days were wrong, so it 
seems were the views of our Intelligence authorities. Why? Because ve 
never have paid too much attezitlon to intelligence. After several 
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of jTESLrs of experience, why do atlltaxy and naval authorities : 
seem to pay Xms atfeaitlan to Intelllgeaeo than to loglsties, for lsstaa(»t 
\Qsy does latelllgea^ have to play the role of stcp>^illd in the conduct 
of varfare? Hhat is there ahout Izttell tgeaee that makes it less drairahle 
as a career than artillexy# for example? fhe reasons are el^ur ehen <me 
looks into the matter* 

Admiral Thechald lays great gghaals on Tokyo to Hmaolulu message 
naabex of 2k Septaber 19^ (the so«called "Bcsdslng Plot ^ssage”) 
and says (p. k6)i 

After studying Tokyo dispatch #63, no aHitary intenigenee 
caraanjgation could fall to reach that deduction ^that It vas to 
prepare the detailed plan for a surprise attack on the major 
units of 14» Fleet moored thereT^. 

. Eerc I think Is the kernel of the sutx-ths secret of idiy tto !J« S* 

OSS takar by surprise* I have underlined tiie phrase "no military intelli* 
g^ce orgsalEatlaa" in the for^Soixtg ertract becauM I tbink that our 
ssilltary ai^ naval lateULgence orgasizatlans had serious defects at 
that time ■'■ Pad I think they still have. (Thecbald does not z^an just 
military, U. S* Army Intelllgaice, but also U, S. Bsvy IatelUg«ace.) 

I think that Berious defects in our allltary and naval intell1.genee made 
it possible for the Jepanese to take us surprise at Pearl Eazbtnr* 

A strox^ statement? Tes, but I think it is varraoted* I \rlll with soa&e 
diffidence go into this question because I do sot know too much about 
the situation as of 1957* I did know idiat it vas like In 1940Al and 
in 19^, four years after the FBB vas released. Zt is cl^tr the 

intelligence situation in ths U. S. vas defective in I 9 H 0 AI in 
1950 , vhen the Eoreaa "police action" broke out vithout vamiag. Bhere 
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vexe our isteUlffeace servlcxx tbexl Hbet vere they dolxig or thiaklag 
ohioizfe? By 1950 w had CIA^ Vhftt hel^ ua« 

Four years after tiae PEB vas areleaaed. Major Geiaexal ShyexTOUi Mies, 
Assiatsot Chief of Staff for latelllgejice of t]i^ Bar DapartEsezrt General 
Staff, fraa April 19^ to February in vhst sane people aay regard 

as an apolc^^la, has seay things to say in an endeavor to eaqtlaln t^at 
appear to have been dsrelectixas of htnatelf atd his staff It vas an 
attespt to absolve fresa its respasslbUity for the debacle as. 7 
Deeesnbor 19^14 For the aost part he does as good a Job ^ tills, pexbapst 
as could be done to escul^te G-2 frosa its failures, oorLssicms, ai^ lack 
of the kind of imagluBtion vhich might have foreseen and forestalled the 
disaster caused ty the Japanese surprise attaclC4 A salient paragraph 
aaong many vhich could be quoted is the following (p> Tl): 

The plain fact is that the war warnings sent out by the 
highest jnilltary authorities nine days and more before Pearl 
Ear^ir were far aore authoritative and laore definitive of what 
the Eawaiian ccmmands Bd^it ezpect, and what was erpected of 
them, then aay infonaation or isterpretatiofns from "iBaglc” 
that Military or Baval Intelligeace could possibly have 8 «Dt 4 
Coaaqolete reliance was placed on tbs effect those warning 
should have had— and did have everywhere except in Hawaii 4 
But Tokyo apparently believed that tiie incredible might 
happen and Eawali be surprised: i^ashisgton did not 4 

General Miles takes it for granted that tte wamisgs sent out by 

VMhingtoa properly alerted all our overseas ccaraands except the one in 

Hawali4 One wondesn about basis far the General's assua^otion in 

this regard4 Indeed, in one case, alr«tdy aesxtioned, even 12 houra after 

General MacArtiusr in the Phllippiuea knew that the Ja pa ne se had made the 

1 r "Pearl Earbor in retrcwpect® in the Atlsatic Monthly fear July 19^, 
pp. 65-T^. 



56 




REF ID :A489034 



surprise attack at Pearl Hait>or his coEUBand vaa nevertheless taken 
completely by surprise, when the Japanese destroyed all his planes on 
the ground , Just aa they did in Hawaii. General Miles, notwithstanding 
his statement that (p. 70 )i 

"The Hawaiian commands later complained that this "magic" 
information was not transmitted to them — this in spite of their 
failure to react to the authoritative warning orders sent them 
when the situation was commonly known to be far more critical. 

By ccEiparison, it may be noted that General MacArthur, who had 
access to "ma^c," could not later identify the more laportant 
"magic" messages; he apparently took no action on them, bvit 
alerted hl« command for war on Washington's warning orders. 

Thus assumes that General MacArthur "alerted his ccnmnand for war on 
Washington *B warning orders." What does "alerting" mean, anyhow, if a 
commander loses all his planes by what I think was inattention? 

General Miles admits (pp. 70*'7l) that "there were two "MAGIC" 
messages ... which have subsequently been held to have been signposts, 
had. we so read them, to Pearl Hsirbor." The General devotes many words 
to these two ctises and concludes that the signposts pointed to a half- 
hearted proposal, admittedly discussed in Washington, that the British 
and U. S. occupy the Hetherland Indies before the Japanese did so— and 
he thus tried to explain away the famo\is clue contained in a Tokyo message 
to Berlin telling General Oahlma, the Japanese Ambassador to Germany, to 
tell the Germans ; "Say very secretly to them that there is extreme 
danger that war may suddenly break out between the Anglo-Saxon nations 
and Japan throu^ some clash of anas, and add that the time of the break- 
ing out of this war may come quicker than einyone dreams . " The explana- 
tion of Miles (or, better pertiaps, the lack of Imagination) on the part 
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of n. S* Ijxtelligexxce agencies appears to me {eren. 'by hlndsigiit, of course) 
to be pretty 'thin. ' ' ' ^ v;. 

Sere are two sore paragraphs fro& General Miles ' article, both of 
which I think are of considershle significance: 

The last tventy^four hours in Washington before the boo£bs 
fell have come In for siach scrutiny. Why did the President, 
with most of the Japanese final answer before him, conclttde 
that it meant war axid then, after a fitfiil attest to reach 
Admiral Stark by telephozie, quietly go to bed? Why was he 
in seclusion the following morning? Why was no action taken 
on the Japanese reply by the Secretaries of State, War, and 
Navy vhen they met on that S\mday morning? Why did th^ not 
consult the President, or he send for them? Where was every- 
body, Including my hi:^le self? Why, in short, didn’t soc^ne 
stage a lastwninute rescxte, in good Western style? 

The picture undoubtedly is one of men still working under 
the psycholc^ of peace. They were, to quote Secretary Stimson 
I again, "under a terrific pressure in the face of a global war 
which th^ felt was probably imminent. Yet they were sur- 
rounded, outside of their <^fices and almost thzoug^iout the 
country, by a spirit of isolationism and disbelief in danger 
which now seems incredible." They were men who thoxight they 
had done their possible to prepare for la^>endlng war, and iidio 
had no idea that there was an innocent maiden in need of rescue. 

I will add another extract that may be helpful in seeing hhi ng a in 

what I regard as their proper light. This extract cceaes from Secretary 

Stimson 's stataaeat with respect to the report of the Anay Pearl Harbor 

Board, repeated as a footnote (p. 239) to the PHR: 

As expressed by Mr. Stiiason; "A keener and more imaginative 
appreciation on the part of some of '^le officers in the War and 
Navy Departments of the significance of some of the infozmation 
mlg^t have led to a suspicion of an attack specifically on Pearl 
Eaxbor. I do not think that certain officers in the War Depart- 
ment functi(»ied in these respects with sufficient skill. At an 
times it must be borne in mind, however, that it is easy to 
criticize individuals in the li^xt of hindsight, and very diffi- 
ctilt to recreate fairly the entire situation and information with 
which the officers were required to deal at the time of the 
event." See statement of the Secretary at War with respect to 
the repox^ of the Army Pearl Harbor Board, ccsaaiittee exhibit 
Ho. 157 . 
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Hr avn ezplanatlaa of: the failures and derelictions of U. S. intelll* 
genee can be stated^ln fev vords: I do not •ttilnX there were aso/ Imagina* 

officers in G-2 or in Baral Intelligence; but zaore li^ortaat there 

■ i; • , , , 

vas ixobody in either the Amy or the Bsry Intelligence staffs in Vashington 
vhose most iB^poz’tant, if not sole duty, vas to study the whole story idiich 
the M^IC Bxessages were unfolding and vhich played so ia^cxntazxt a part in 
our failure to deduce that the Japanese vere planning a sxirprise attach on 
the U, S. Fleet at Pearl; there vas nobody whose responsibility it vas to 

t - 

try to put the pieces of the Jig-saw puzzle tci^getber . Certainly there 
sas nobody in the Amy's Signal Intelligence Service xho vas assigned to 
or available for this pxzrpose— even if the responsibility for this sort 
of vork had been fix^ oh that organisation, which it wasn't. This vas 
liheviBe true of the equivalent Savy organisation* This Isqxortant phase 
of intelligence vas a responsibility idhLeh in both services vas Jealously 
held by the Intelligence staffs. And the distribtxtion of the MI^IC 
messages vas so rigidly controlled ^lat there vas nobody in either of 
these Intelligence staffs \dxose duty it vas to study the sassages from 
a long-range point of viev. The persons, officers and civiliaas, in 
intelligence, as veil as in the White House, had the messages only for so 
short a time that each nessage represented only a single frame, so to 
speak, in a long motion picSire film--a film ^^ch should have been shovn 
and should have been intently studied as a costlnuous series of pictures, 
be c a u se Idiey vere telling a story. But the film vas slnply not there to 
be studied and this vaa a very serious veakness, I think, in intelli- 
gence organizations of the tvo Servloea. It may have been that they 
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Biaply did not have the people to devote to such vorh. 

Of course, Idtere e«e' those critics vIk) point to the nessa^ vhleh ' 
Bavy Captain MoCoUibb testified that he thought should be sent to Admiral 
Klmmel, and to the one idiich the Axnor's Colonel Sadtler testified that he 
thought should be sent to General Short. They, it seemed, sensed that 
M^IC vas telling a story and vas pointing tcward a surprise attack, the 
most likely target being Pearl Harbor. But both efforts cas^ against 
stone vallB*»thelr svq^perlor officers claimed oaough had been sent to put 
Klmmel and Short on full alert: To send more vould only confuse them, 

or vorse than that, irritate them. B\xt the latter vere obviously vrong— 
or so it seems to us nov««>agaln by the aid of hindsi^t. Admirals Theobald 
and Klmmel have made the most of this fe^ure on the part of those above 
Ceptaln tfoCoUim aM Colonel Sadtler to realize hov inadequate the vamings 
that had been sent to Short and Kiremel really vere. 

The Joint Congressional Comnlttee (Majority Report) clearly felt that 
vhat Klmmel and Short vere sent by vsy of information left much to be 
desired. One thing seems certain, as I have already said: the intelli- 

gence arrangements in bcto Services vere inadequate. The Committee reached 
certain conclusions and made but five tiffi.Jor recoogmendations , the second of 
vhleh is as follovs: 

That there be a coB5>lete integration of Aray and Havy 
intelligence agencies In order to avoid the pitfalls of divided 
responalblll^ idilch eaq>erience has made so abundantly apparent; 
that VDpan effecting a unified intelligence, officers be selected 
for intelligence vork possess the back^pxtund, penchant, and 
capacity for such vork; and that they be maintained in the vork 
for an extended period of tine in order that they may befome 
steeped in the ramifications and refinements of their field and 
enqploy this resejrvolr of knovledge in evaluating material received. 
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The assignment of an officer having on aptitude for such work 
should not Impede his progress nor affect Ms proaotloixs* 

Efficient Intelligence services are Just as essential in tine 
of peace as In war, and this branch of our armed services must 
always be accorded the lHQ>o3rtant role which it deserves. 

What has been done about this recoaaendatlon by the Services? Very 

little; in fact, I think it can be said that nothing has been done. Of 

course, we have the Central Intelligence Agency; bxrt is that establishment 

really responsive to the Joint CoBndttee's reconaendation? I hardly 

think so. The three services no doubt can cite good reasons why they 

have not made a prdfesslonal career in intelligence possible or attractive 

to its officer personnel; no doiibt they can cite at length factors and 

difficulties that would have to be overcome. All I can say is that Judg- 

1-Tjg by what the An^ has d o n e the attitude toward intelligence seems not 

to have changed very much, as is indicated by the following editorial 

which appeared in the Washington Post on 5 December 1955 ^nd which states 



the case in succinct terms; 
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The recent reorganization In the Army General 
Staff leaves the Military Intelligence Service in an 
ambiguous and rather humiliating position. Al- 
though directors of the other major staff divisions 
have been designated as Deputy Chiefs of Staff 
■with the ‘rank of lieutenant general, the Chief of 
Intelligence remains a major general with the sub- 
ordinate title of Assistant Chief of Staff. 

The extraordinaiy thing .about all this is that not 
long ago the special task force which investigated 
the intelligence problem for the Hoover Commis- 
sion strongly recommended that in the case of 
those units associated with the three armed services 
their chiefs “be evaluated in the organizational 
structure to level of Deputy Chiefs of Staff in the 
Army and Air Force, and Deputy Chief of Naval 
Operations in the Navy.” This was a rather 
prolix way of saying that they ought to have a 
little more prestige and influence, along with a 
little more gold braid, than they now enjoy. Why, 
.in the case of all. three services, was this recom- 
mendation ignored by the Department of Defense? 

The chief function of military intelligence is to 
collate and interpret the information provided by 
the attaches abroad and by other agencies, such as 
the CIA, the FBI and its own counterespionage 
service. Correct interpretation requires more than 
the accumulation of relevant facts; it also requires 
a considerable knowledge of the psychology of the 
potential enemy, and this in turn requires an 
extensive study of his language, history, culture, 
customs and philosophic tradition, since these 
afford the keys to such an understanding. But all 
this, together with the secrecy in which their activi- 
ties are necessarily cloaked, seems to have made ■ 
intelligence officers somewhat suspect to a certain 
sort of politician. Even professional military men 
are often inclined to discount the value of the 
critical function exercised by intelligence officers 
in the discussion of pet military projects or plans. 

The question raised by the reorganization is 
whether we can realistically expect to increase the 
quality of military intelligence by deemphasizing 
its significance. It is hard to see how a career in 
Intelligence can be made to appeal to capable offi- 
cers when the importance of intelligence is so 
obviously downgraded in comparison with other 
staff functions. 
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Hi^-lerel Aray authorities obrioualj don't think that Intelligence 
Is as important as Personnel , and similar services. Hov long 

vlU it take before it becooes qnite clear to them that Intelligence can 
be of the greatest help in fighting a war? For too many years intelli- 
gence in llie Army and in the Havy has been a "deadend" for officers vho 
shoved an interest in it, or an aptitude for it. Is this to continue 
Indefinitely? Do the Armed Forces think that the Central Intelligence 
Agency vlll or can do the 4ob? Of course, CIA representatives can be 
assigned to the headquarters of military coasaands—but will that fill the 
need? I dcaibt it, I doubt it very much. 

The introductory statement of the “Supervisory, Administrative, and 
Or^uoizatiooal Deficiencies in our Military and Baval Establishments 
revealed by the Pearl Harbor Investigation” (p. 253) the PER begins as 
follows: 



The Cooinlttee has been intrigued thro;:^iout the Pearl Harbor 
proceedings by one enigmatical and paramount qwstlon: Why, with 

aoane of the finest intelligeaee available in oxir history, with 
the almost certain kaovledge that war was at hand, with plans that 
conteggslated the precise type of attack that was executed by 
Japan cm the morning of December 7--Why was it possible for a 
Pearl Harbor to occur? The answer to this question and the 
causative considerations regarded as having anj- reasoaebly pro- 
ximate bearing on the disaster have been set forth in the body 
of this report. Fundameutally, these considerations reflect 
aupervlBory, administrative, and organizational deficiencies 
which existed in our Milltaiy and Haval establlBhaents in the 
days before Pearl Harbor. In the course of the Coagalttee 's invest - 
igation still other deficiencies, not regarded as having a direct 
bearing on the disaster, have presented themselves. Otherwise 
stated, bJJL of these deficiencies reduce themaelves to principles 
which are set forth, not for their novelty or proftmdl’ty but for 
the reason that, by their very self-evident Bin 5 >liclty, It is 
difficiilt to believe they are ignored. 
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It is recognized that Btanjr of the deficiexxcles revealed "by 
our lnvestigBtio& way very probably have already he&L corrected 
as a result of the experiences of the var* We desire, hovever, 
to subolt these principles, tdileh are grounded in the evidence 
adduced by the Coomlttee, for the eonslderatlcm of our Any and 
Havy establishments In the earnest hope that son^thlng eonstmc* 
tlve my be acconplished 'tiuct vlll aid our national defense and 
preclude a repetitlcm of the disaster of Decoaiber 7» 19 ^ 1 * We 
do this after careful and long consideration of the evidence 
developed through one of the most iB^portaot investigations in 
the history of the Congress. 

What baj^ the Berviees done to aaelloiate the deficiencies mentioned? 
In my c^lnion, very little. Maybe it vould be correct to say "nothing.” 
As a colleague said to m recently "Nothing viU be dcme— until var breaks 
out. ThsUf of course, intelligence is no longer treated a st^-child.” 

Is that tAist ve vast? The chances are that there von't be time to use 
Intelligence after a vax breaks out: maybe the U. S. vill be dovn and 
out by that tiise* 
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7. CCHCLDSIOHS 

After reading 8on» bxit iiot all the nfmona of vords allxided to at 
the beginning of this brochure to %diat concluslonB have I arrived? I vill 
be brief. 

First, I Bust confess, I think that KiBsael and Short vere as cul* 
pable as I first thought they were back la 19^i-19lv2, despite all the 
"warnings" sent them. The Washington authorities were culpable, too— 
maybe a lot more culpable than vere -^lese two officers. Both the Majority 
and the Minorl'^ Reports make good sense. The Report of the MaJoriV 

contained sate very pertinent recoimaendatlans —but nobody bcctis to be doing 

important 

very ouch about lapleaerttlng the second aztd perhaps the most/ of these 
geeoman en d ft tlana ; nor has much, if anything, been done about following tap 
on the Canclusions of the Minority, Senators Ferguson and Brewster. In 
19)46 I thou^rt the latter two seiiatora were "hitting below the belt" but 
today, in 1957, I think they hit closer to the txnith than the Majority. 

I think Mr. Keefe's "additional views" on the Majority Report make good 
sense— Kimael and Short, he said, vere not the sole culprits. I think 
that the Intelligence Services came off rather easily — too easily in the 
fixing of responsibility and pointing out derelictions, I think the 
intelligence staffs might have used more Imagination but this was not 
because they were staffed with obtuse officers or persons of low-grade 
intelligence. As a natter of cold fact, I think, they were badly under- 
staffed, because in boto the Amy and the Savy "intelligenee" didn't 
eotart- for much at any rate, then. This raises the question: does It 
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couot for moch nore todegr tn the Armed Services? I think that Klngnel and 
Short should have heeu sent nore I nf omst ioa»— even If thejr vere sent only 
"gists” of >AGIC— ^ let ^lea evaluate tear thenselves the significance of 
uhat the Japanese vere sfiylng. General Miles says that the vaming 
aessages soxt them vere of far more Is^ortanee than anything they could 
have got from "Magic". I don't agree* Thsy mi^t have had cKure tiB» to 
ruminate; they cl^zt even have guessed— ao Admiral gimnwi hints— vhat the 
Japanese vere planning; our coamndfl therefore have been so;ich j^re 

I 

prepared than they ware to meet the attack. This, one must admit j could 
have Y>een done even without their having a Purple laaefalne or a crypt - 
analytic staff to solve and translate aessa^s in that or in the other 
Japanese dlplamatie systems . 

I think that Admiral Stark was wrong in waiting for General Marshall 
to be found before sending off a message to Kiamel and Short— and to the 
other overseas coamanders— ^ soon as the last part of the Ik-part &)kyo 
to Washingtm message became available— especially vhsi he knew frem 
"Magic" 'ttist Kurusu and Hoanura were told exactly to the minute when to 
present the ^&ole message to Secretary Hull. (That we knew the contents 
of the last part of that message /J^deliver this whole nesssge exactly 
at 1:00 p.m.^ before the Japanese Embassy code clerks had them is a 
credit to the efficiency of Army and Havy cryptanaJLytic staffs . ) 

I think that Colonel Edward Fr^ich, Chief of the Signal Corps Message 
Center^ used very poor J^slgment when he sent MarshEGJ.'s message via 
comtercial radio. He could have used Savy radio or FBI radio— ^ut I am 
sure he ttioiight it was Infra dig to ask a "sister" govemiaent radio 
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servloe (especially tbe Haty) to do (at a critical tamexit) sooethine that 
Amy radio couLda*t do. Or ataybe Coloxtel French didn't realize the gra-vity 
of the situation, or vaa not told so in la^ressive enough language. 

The Ferguson-Srevster Minority Beport does not point the finger at 
all the high ranking officials vho should share the re^pcnslhility bitt 
it does say (p. ^ 73 ) "Both in Washington and in Hawaii there vere nunerous 
bM serious failures of sen in the lover civil and nilltary echelons to 
perfozB their duties and discharge their responsibilitieB » These are too 
mawrous to be treated In detail and individually named." I would have 
liked -aiea to have named the Directors of Intelligence in the Amy ai^ in 
the Savy, specifically, becaime I think poor Intelligence vork played such 
m lurge part in the debacle. 

And, of course, althou^ it is clear that MAGIC vas withheld froea 
Kinaael, and Short after the suaster of 19^I> I do not think (and of this I 
am quite store) that it was deliberately withheld for the specific purpose 
of bringing on the attack at Pearl ? Except for the most rabid of the 
revisionists this is too fantastic a thesis; but there is a stronger 
argment against stteh a thesis: it is not sv^pported by the facts. 
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8. EPILOGUE 

VhaX vas it tioct ao aroused, the eoti*£ooseTeltlaas, leading thea to 
suspect that it vbb "akul lduggery"‘'aad gross negligence in Washington 
ttet uas responsible for the Pearl Harbor disaster? 

Why did the Presideat, his detest associates in the White House, 
and the officers in the top-level positions in the Aray ajid in the Havy, 
generate so aach suspicion in the p-tnds of the Republicans? Why such 
relxictence to have an investi^itlon to explain uhy the U. S. forces vere 
caught by surprise at Pearl Harbor? This is a point vhich I do not think 
is explained in the literature and ^diich ovi^t to be. Why did the Presi- 
dent and his adiainl stration allov so smeh suspidon to grov up in the 
Mnds of the Republicans by the questions vhich the latter raised after 
7 December 19^1 and vhich they continued to raise throughout the var? 
Could this have been avoided? It is ay opinion that it vas this refusal 
to explain, this subjection to continued "needling" of the President and 
the Denxxnrats by the Republicans throiighout the var that aroused the 
gravest suspidons that 'Uiere was Indeed gross negligence in the White 
Hoitse and at the highest executive leve]Ls, and xasiTbe greater derelictions 
to be hidden. Tl^ adamant resistance the President and the Deaocratic 
Administration had to maintain against Republican pressure for Congress- 
ional hearings on this point and the r^sons therefor vere quite obvious: 
ve nov kaav that such bearings would have "let cat out of the bag"— 
that the U. S. vas reading all the Japaz^se crypto-corasundcations between 
the Foreign Office and its embassies, legations, and consulates abroad. 
The Japanese would have changed their Purple system without delay. It 
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is Inconcelvsible, the Administration believed, that the secret coold have 
been kept even if all the hearings vere In Executive Sessions. They felt 
and were warranted in feeling that Hearings on the subject would be dis- 
astrous during the war: tcx> much vital infoznatlon on the subject would 

have leaked out. It Is true that the Japanese bad been alerted during 
the war by tiie Oermansj they were toMf in fact— and nobody knows to this 
day j\ist how the Germans fo\md out— that we were rending Japanese diplo- 
matic messages. All this appears in the PHR and makes interesting reading. 
But it is astonishing that even after they were told the Japanese Just 
siniply refused to believe the story and ccmtinued to use the Purple 
system. (Beither, for that matter, did the Germans put much credence in 
the suspidons, forwarded by Marshal Rcasael frca Africa, that the British 
must be reading his messages ; Romrae.! felt that this and only this could 
accormt for his continuing defeats in Borth Africa after 19^3 i Have these 
two episodes any lessons for us? Yes, Indeed I Cryptographers become 
enamored of their inventions and their become polarized in a sort 

of ccnvletion that the systems they have concocted are invincible. 

It happened to us, tool I can remember the mental shock I had when 
Indubitable evidence was placed before me showing that the Germans were 
reading the enciphered code system we were using for ccammmlcatlons between 
U. S. Army Observer with the British Expeditionary Forces in Borth Africa 
in 19^-3 Bad Washington! That is why I believe that sonte body— experts, 
of course— outside the one that tbinVg and piroduces our own crypto- 
systems but wl'Uiin HSA shoiild be called in frequently to take a good look 
at those systems to make sure that sane crack in the strong cryptoseciiri'ty 
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edifice the SSA crTptogrf^hers thlnX th^ l»ve erooted doean’t exist axid 
tl»t SQch a erach (»a xiot y>e widened.* 








WILLIAM F. IHI£DMAI} 
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